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INTRODUCTORY 
The letters containedlin this pamphlet were originally published in 

the “Ohio Soldier”,:over:the signature;of “Adjutant”, ;inja period run-
1iiiig.fi.om Jannaryi2lst. 18SS,eto.0ctoher13th. of the same year. 

3 s  in all.probability they have J1ot:been seen by,many of my com
rades who take pleasure in reading of the days “when we went soldier
ing,” and as many more,.’who have seen only occasional numbers, 
have expressed a wish to be furnished with a complete file, I have 
determiiied to put thein in a more convenient form and furnish, so far 
as I caii, a copy to each of my regimental comrades and such others as 
I think will take an interest in the events recorded. 

No claim for literary excelleiice is made for them. Written en
tirely from memory, they are possibly inaccurate in soine respects and 
I iliii fiilly aware of tl1e;narrownesn of the scope to which they are nec
essarily confined, but knowing that the story!of his marches, his hard-
ships, his battles and his victories is always of interest to an old 801-

dier, no matter in how homely s style i t  is told, they are presented 
without further apology. 

To its readers this little volunie2may briiig p1easant;memories-it 
may bring sad ones. The recollection of the scenes around the camp-
fire-of the incidents of life in the tent or bivouac-of the pleasantries 
on the march, mill be saddened by remembrance of the comrade who 
died in the hospital or the prison, or fell in battle by their side. It Is 
well that these einotiocs come to us, for they serve not only to in-
crease the feeliiig of comradeshiU between those who still survive, 
lint keep alive that spirit of patriotism which made soch things pos
sible 

tioping that it may be received in the spirit in which it is pre
sented and t‘nat each:comrade inay recelve, some pleasure, however 
slight, in reading it, I subscribe myself, 

THEAUTHOR. 

COLUNBUS,OHIO. 
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CHAPTER I. 

IN CAMP AT BACONCREEK, KY.-MAZCH TO EOWLINGGREZN AND 

r TO (xPi 'uRE ?&ORG.&X DEFSATBD 


-CORPCJEAL Pres. 

ci tlie history of'iiie war i r ?  being myitien by tne comm;mding gen

in a style which can oiily b e  coinp~dieiidedby few but chose 
nrg turn of mind, and not by rbem if they have happened to 

read more than one account of Lhe great battles, I have thonght that a 
few of Lhe minor inz;?,:,?ot; of tlie fioid, if to!d in a plain may, might 
prove ofintorest, to t,hose who ace so rr:if'ortniiate as not to be able to 

iiig of her yoanger hrot!irru. A\:t!iongh in these articles o w  scope is 
necesssrily iimited to those incidesis which came andcr bhe 0bserv.a-
tion of a snbalterii it may yet bs that we may find iiometliing which, if 
foilowed to its terniindtioi:, n a y  prove 10 ha re  affected to a very con
sidernhlt: extent the fort,nnes of the field. 

Geiiernl Orlapby M. Mitchsl. : ! 

nier, which nias a part of :iis 
of C2ener:tl D. C. Roell, mas 
muth ofiJoaisville, icy., on ti.' 

I'SL winter ii: the 
which they wem 

B 'were Slled with those 


and measles, those scourges of new armies, were terribly fatal. H n i  



the boys endured i t  as best they might, and under the eye of their 
skilled commander made tiiirch progress in tire science of mar. A great 
part of t!ieir duty xi-as the hnilding of cordiiroy roads, without which 
the moving qf 1)rovision trains mas utterly impossible, and heavy de-
tails mere coiistai:t!y employed on this iiecessarq service. About the 
otily recreation they had was the matching of the cars as t h e y  passed 
011 tlie railroad. Trai!is were theii riiiiniiig from Louisville to Mun

:iio:t division of the army. 

iig source of interest to the 

xore t l  Lhxt a train moiild 

J):IES 011 tha: d:iy conroping through the lines 
write Oeiicrnl Zollicoffes, who had been kill-efl in the battle of Mill 
S?ring, both aides of the roirrl were lined with soldiers to witness the 
draper? car ir, which his remains mere conveyed. This mas about the 
fii..;t b:ittIe ofii i iportaii~owhich had bren foiight, in the West, and the  

umonc, U. 8. Vols; Ccl. 
Ohio ; Lieu1.-Go!. Jonii 

iel  JV. So@)Smith : : l id 
airley and 3:njor C. H. 

::ad Lientmaiit  Colo 


1. R i l l  sni? T,ientmniit 

rdcre to brc-k the caiiip 
d y  to take tlie advance on 

-?n:~inir.sto move immediately, 
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aud calling upon Geueral hlcCook for information as to his readiness, 

was told that in a week’s time he would be ready. A like inquiry ad-

dressed to General Nlitchel brought the reply, “Tomorrow morning,” 

and thus it was t l a t  his division was given the advance. “To-morrow 

morning” found us on the road, and after a march of ten miles we 

passed through RfcCoolr’s camps and saw the disappointed looks of the 

nien who had confidently expected the post of honor and who had 

done all the work of an advanced post in order that they might re

ceive the glory which h e y  supposed was in store for them. We en 

camped that afternoon 011 the banks of Green river and immediately a 
pilgrimage began to the battlefield of Rowiett station, where hut a 
short time before had occurred the fight between the Texas Rangers 
and General Willich’s regiment of Indiana infantry in which Colonel 
Terry, of the Texans, had been killed. It was the first battlefield we 
had ever seen and trophies were eagerly sought after, and a few pistols 
and other evidences of the conflict were found aud carefully treasured. 
On the next day hut one our march was resumed, and now we began 
to pass through territory which had lately been occupied by rebel 
troops. This part of Kentucky is very badly supplied with water and 
the only source from which that necessary element in sufficient quan
tity for ail army could be found were the ponds, which were numerous 
along the route. Gen. Hindman, who was in conimaud on the rebel 
side had, however, taken ample care that these should not be available 
to us, for all his disabled horses and mules had been led into them and 
there shot, SO that practically we were without water. But we got 
along as only soldiers can, and after awhile came to a better watered 
country.


After two days forced marching we came near to Bowling Green, 

finding the roads heavily obstructed by felled timber and late a t  night 

went into camp near the north bank of Barren river. There was quite 

a fall of snow that night, and the troops, wearied with their long and 

hurried march, the wagon trains far in the rear, bivouacked among 

the fallen timber, passing a most miserable night. But morning 

showed us that the eneniy had fled and except a few rebel cavalrymen 

and a long train of cars ready to move, the town seemed deseried. A 
few shots from Loomis’ battery soon sent both of these from the Lown 
and a ferry-boat being found a few miles below the bridge, which had 
been burned by the rebels, our advance was won across and in full 
possession. The fortifications were all that was left of the army 
which had been stationed there and thejglory which we had looked for-
ward to as our reward had departed with the retiring troops. 



O n r  rriarcii from theie t,o Nnfilivili~~
\ w s  witliout incidciit furlher 
than t1i:il it seemed c o  be a race ag t time, for C:meral BliLchel was 
110 doiibt nnxioii.i t l int  his comalxiid s!;ould be tiic first to enter that 
important city aiid they ~oii!ci liarc hzrl that Iroiior had he iiot been 
iinlted at F~;ilgeiiel(l,..diere lie was c' e:l to see aiiotlier portion of 
tlie :*.rinyrrhicii had coxe np t h ~00 

eliiratice. Iiis ac;v;mce of cavalry 


wrll in  Dixie. Otir catiip Ira:$!ocatcci south  of town o a  tlie Xurfrees
boro pilre 2nd oii the banks of AIill ere Here w e  reniainet? for two 
weeks or more, OUP fionL being pielrc by the 4th 0. V. C . ,  Coloncl 
Keiinzi, i i i  command, witli I'III!IOPS oi' 

.' i~iiar>that his piwis had  f:iilcd nu:l :icciisiiig ?;orpat1 m" liavirig 
t:iBen unfair x d r ~ i i ~ a g c .  


l in t  3Iitchel also had his spie;; aiid i ' herc that I met for the 
f i r s t  tiiiie one who afterward became noted ~liroaghoulthe ar,ny for his 
siiccess :is a scotii. There was a stoiie bridge over the creek 011 which 
wc n-61'~eiicaiiiped, at which seiiliiizls n ~ c r salways posted. On oiie 
occasion, \\,lien I was officer of !lie c lay ,  n call came froru this bridge 
a i~ou toiie o'clock a. in., for l!ie corporal of the gnard. Soon I mas 
sent fbr, aiid fooiid there a inan ~ s h ohad giren the wrong countersign. 

He wis dressed in citizens clothes and iiioiiiited on a iiiucli-fagged 

horse with n. rope bridle. Both man and horse seemed coiiipletely 
worn out a i d  while being questioiied the rider \vonld fail asleep and 
could with difficultybe aroused. S o t  giving a satisfactory account of 
himself, he -was sent to division headquarters, from whence I learned 
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the next day that it mas Corporal Pike retnrning from an expedition 
within the enemy’s lines with valuable information. 

Corporal Pike waB the son of Colonel Sam Pike, a veteran editor 
of Ohio, and a member of thne 4th 0. V. C., but mas almost roi
stantly employed on scouting duty. He sooii becalce one of the moet 
aciive and reliable spies of the army and frequently around the camp 
fire I have heard him relate adventures of thrilling interest. -4 small, 
compactly built man, he was capable of great endurance and being al
ways cool and self poqseseed in time o f  danger aiid possessing a quick 
capacily for noting items of importance, he was almost invaluable and 
largely depended upoil by the commanding general. About this time 
the army of General Buell moved towards Coriiith, arriving just in 
time to absist in retrieving the disasters of the fimt day’s fight a t  Shi
loh General Mltchel, howeuer, had orders to advance and seize the 
Memphis & Charleston railroad, at Kuiitsville, !.la. and l o  this e r a  
was given all the privileges and authority of an iadependeiit comman
der. Horn well he succeeded in acoompIishmg his mission will be 
&own in our next. 

a 
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1? Three Year8 With the Armies 

CHAPTER 11. 
MARCHTO SHELBYVILLE, RAIDERS-CAP-TENN.-DETAILOF ANDREW’S 

TURE O F  HUNTSNILLE,ALA.-A RAILROADTRIP TO STEVENSON, 
ALA-IN CAMP AT HUNTSVILLE. 


ENERAL MITCHEL was now about to enter on a campaign whichG required the highest qualities of generalship. Plunging into an 
enemy’s country, about which there was little known, with a force 
comparatively insignificant, was surely a dangerous undertaking, but 
all Tar  is danger, and General illitchel was not the one to avoid it. 
He knew his troops and they knew him, and each went forward with 
confidence in each other. Of couree the rank and file knew nothing of 
his intentions, but when “Old Stars” led, we knew there was work be-
fore us and had confidence that we mere moving in the path of duty, 
and felt that each step was one more toward therestorat,ion of the 
Union. But, oh, what a long road it Droved! 

When we left camp near Nashville we took the same route over 
which the rebels had traveled in their retreat, and as a consequence 
bad much to do in the way of rebuilding turnpike and railroaa bridges 
which LheyEhad destroyed. A t  Murfreesboro we were delayed nearly 
two weeks in rebuilding a bridge over Stone’s river, but the general’s 
great energy soon conquered all ubstacles and it was not long until h e  
reached the town of Shelbyville, wheie, strange to say, was found a 
strong Union sentiment. This mas very grateful to us as we were corn. 
pelled to remain there several days for the purpose of receiving sup-
plies. While in camp at  this place I was called one day to the tent of 
the regimental commander and there introduced to a rather tall, dis
distinguished-looking man, with dark flowing beard, who, with a map 
spread before him. was pointing out a course on one of the Southern 
railroads. He seemed to understand throughly the situation of affairs 
in the South and spoke of having but recently returned from a trip 
over the route which he was then tracing. This man was Mr. J. J. 
Andrews, the leader of the daringband, who were afterward the actors 
in the thrilling story of “Daring and Suffering.” He impressed him
selfupon those with whom he spoke as a man of great strength of 
cliarracter and it was easy to see that he fully understood the dangers 
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of his projected expedition, but a t  the same time was willing to en
counter them. A call was made for volunteers for “a dangerous and 
secret expedition,” and the company commanders were soon engaged 
in selecting from the numerous applicants. The men were given no 
insight into the nature of the service, being simply told that it wa8 
dangerous and yet there were many applicants from each company 
and the only trouble was in selecting those possessed of the necessary 
qualications for such service. The sequel proved that those chosen 
were the right men, for without exception they endured hardships and 
braved dangers which none hut the boldest spirits could have met 8uc-
cessfully. Of the twenty-one men (all of Sill’s brigade), seven were 
hung as spies, eight escaped after long imprisonment, and the other8 
remained in Southern prisons, until finally exchanged. Those who es
caped and were exchanged, received commissions as lieutenants, and 
returned to their regiments in much different positions from those 
they had left, and this, in some instances, proved embarrassing. Pri
vate Jacob Parrott, Co. R,33d 0.V. I ,  who-will be remembered by 
readers of the story, as the one who, a t  the time of his capture, re
ceived the terrible beating from the rebels, who were trying in vain to 
force him to disclose the name of the engineer, was at  the time of the 
raid, a green country lad entirely without education. His long impris
onment and brutal treatment had not tended to polish his manners, so 
that when he was thrown into the society of officers he naturally felt 
rather out of place. Feeling this quite keenly he soon handed in his 
resignation, which with an endorsement of the circumstancea, was for-
warded to General Rousseau, then commander of the division. In a 
few days it was returned disapproved, with a short statement to the 
effectthat the general “didn’t care a d- whether this officer could 
read or vrite, hut that he was the kind of soldier wanted,” and di
recting that he should report a t  division headquarters, where a staff of
ficer would give him instruction. This he did, and was thus enabled 
to pass through the entire war with credit to himself and the com
mand to which he was attached. He wae promoted to a captaincy 
and is now a worthy citizen of Kenton, O., but still feeling the effecta 
of his terrible punishment. 

After a few days pleasant stay in Shelbyville we broke camp and 
resumed the march. Fayetteville was goon reached, and here we 
found the vileet secession feeling of any place which I remember in 
the entire South. I t  seemed strange that such opposite sentiments 
should be entertained in such close proximity; but so it was, and one 
day%march took ua from a strong atmosphere of loyalty into a p l w  
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where even a flag of truce was not respected. General Mitchel had 
captured a couule of Confederate officers and pzobably wishing to get  
some information of the country, paroled and s e n t  them in charge of a 
staff ofiicer and small escort to pass throngh t h e  lines at this place. It 
was with the greatevt difiiculty that  the oficer and escort were saved 
from being niobbed and nothing but the exertions of the officers who 
had  been prisoners, prevented their assasination by the citizens of the 
place. On the next clay, 7rlieii the troops arrived, these same citizens 
were as  cringing as curs. 

It was not really the intention of his superiors that  General 
:,:itchel should advance farther than this point,  but Huntsville, wiLh 
iis tempting prize of the Memphis and Charleston railroad, was such a 
short  distance off that  without imparting his designs to even the mem
bers of his staff, he determined to push 011 and secure it. Malriiig such 
dispositioii of hi8 small cavalry force as was necessary, he made a 
forced niarcli v i lh  his infilntry, and a t  c1:iylight oil the morning of 
:.pril 11, 1862, the first Unioi: troops which h a d  ever penetrated this 
s x t i o n  of the South had pos:;?s.iion of the heaiitifnl town. A passen
ger trnin with n;zny rebel o!iic<rs and soltdiers ?.board was ca.Ttured at 

ing stock fell  into oiir Irands. Bnf 


them. His  energy soon ha.d ev
railroad a c c i  in the a,'ter;ioon Col

s movii~g-i o  seize the important 

railroad bridges :it Dczaiur. tn-entyfire miles wes:. of IIunlsviLle. 
,:7,he brigade of Colonei Sill, beins ordei.ed to Stt:vensoii, ~ ' 8 8  

pi:~coc!in CRTS tl:c same eveuing, hut  not being :?iJle to secure a trusty 
eil:iineer, the men mere co.llpelled to rem;lin olc3e1y pocked in thesc 
niicoinfortable qnarlers t:ie entire night in tli:tt disagmeable state of 
nxertai: i t jy which always dxists when one is c xiieccing to start every 
nioinent, but nemr goes. The rccollection of tr-nt, u:ipieasant ilight re
inniiis \rith ine yct. Boo11 afcer daylight, how.3ver. v:z were off and a 

i t  IIUS. Before the locomotiw !froiri the cab of mhich Gel1 
el mas pceriiigj a platform ccr was driven, on which was 

~~kicer?a piece ofni,tillery and on n,liich Oolonsl Sill stood the greater 

I [  of the  trip. Tlieii followed a motley cel!ection of passenger, 


l ight and oonstrnction cnrs, ali filled wlth a r a e d  men. Cautionsly, 
if such R thing :is caution was possible nnder Ihe circumstances, me 
moved forvard throagh a couiitry in which every bnsh might conceal 
an enemy, through cnt8 where whole troops o f  hostile solditrs might 
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be hiding, over bridges and embankments where a displaced rail 

might sand us ail to destruction. We steamed along until a run of 

seveniy miles brought US to our destination. 


Stevenson was the junction of the Memphis & Charleston, and 
Xashville & Chattanoogn railroads, and of course mas a very important 
point and destined afterward to be a great depot for army supplies. 
Onr comizz had been heralded by an engine which had escaped frorn 
Kuntsviile the day before and great was the excitement among such 
of the citizens as had remained to receive us. After stopping a t  the 
principal totel  for a diliner o f  fried pork, corn bread and rye coffee, 
me proceecl3d a few miles farther to a bridge over a small stream 
which x e  destroped, thus cutting oB an attack by rail from the east, 

re in occupancy. This was one of the most beautiful 


trenm ir,esndering tliroogh i t  in re:z  o f  the camp, it, 

ever friendly xlaves, there seeniedbut little lacking to 
rt. A part of that little was found when on  ail expe
te, AIa., the brigade made !a capture offour harrelR 
mas equally divided betwedn the regiments, giving a 
“medicinal purposes.” On the banks of the stream 
w a ~ 
n luxariant growth of miiit and our surgeon, 


gr,Lnt ,we63, a large buckehful of mint julep was concocted and the 
Btedium o:‘cxnp life T ~ dispeihc! on many a Warm afternoon by the 

ogicars sii!:iig iii the abundant shade discussing the progress of the 
mar-and the combination. 
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CHAPTER 111. 


nlrTcHEL’S OCCTJPANOY O F  MIDPLE TENNESSEEAND NORTHERN 


BRIGADE AND REGIMENT.-FIGHT
ALABA~XA.-TTJRCIIIN’S AT 

BRIDGEPORT
AND BURNING O F  R9ILROAD BRIDGE.-RETURNO F  A 

RAIDER.-EXPEDITION AGAINST CHATTANOOGA.-REMOVAL O F  


GENERALMITCHEL 


UNTSVILLE was such a delightful place that the soldiers of Gen

eral Mitchel’s command woold have been perfectly content to 


have remained there the entire summer, luxuriating in the shade of 

their beautiful cafnps, but the sitoation was too precarious for such 

ease to he permitted. With a front of near one hundred and fifty 

miles and the Kemphis arid Oharleston Railroad to protect with a 

force not exceeding six or seven thousand men, i t  was necessary that 

we be kept moving and General l\litchel wils not the one to allow his 
troops to be enervated by luxury or indolence. Expeditions mere be

illg constantly sent out by rail or on foot and the greater part of his 

army was constantly in motion. By this means he was able to deceive 

the enemy as to his small command, and history shows that he wa8 

accredited with a much larger f x c e  than he actually had. By offers 

of liberty to such negroes as brought him valuable information he wa8 

enabled to keep fully apprised of all the movements of the enemy, who 

even with his many sympathizer, was never satisfactorily assured of 

the actual force of the Union troops. Occasionally roving bands of 

gnprillas would inake attacks on bridges or trestles of the railroad, bu t  

in nearly every instance they were driven off by the guards without 

accomplishing much injury. Traiiis on the railroad were often fired 

at, but never with much damage, although it interfered .very consider

ably with the comfort of the passengers, who mere always Mitchel’s 

soldiers. One of these guerilla bands mas headed by a man named 

Guutlier. His :plaiitat.tionon the Tennessee river was known as Gun
ther’s Landing and as it was often on our route in our marches through 
the country and the charactor of its owner well known to the soldiers, 

there was little of value left on it after we had visited it a few times. 

It was on one of these expeditions so frequently sent out that our 
general, ever fertile in expedients, made use of the celebrated cotton 
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briuge. He conceived the idea from seeing a fisherman indulging in 

his sport while seated on a cotton bale floating in the stream, and when 

it was necessary on this occasion to cross Mud creek, the bridge over 

which had been destroyed, he collected a large quantity of bales and 

by fastening them together, formed a bridge, over which he success-

fully crossed his infantry, cavalry and artillery. 


Another expedient was the converting of an old ferry-boat into a 

gun-boat, which being manned by volunteers from the 15th Kentucky 

infantry, patrolled the river and made quite an e5cient navy. 


Although the troops were frequently called to every point of the 
territory held by General Mitchel, the bricade of Colonel Sill was 
more particularly charged with the care of the railroad from Hnnts
ville to Stevenson, while that of Colonel Turchiii looked after the 
fihorter distance from Huntsville to Decatur and extended their lines 
to Athens, Colnmbia and other points, through which supplies were 
brought to the army. At  one of these places, Abhens I think, some 
treachery had been shown to the Union army and Colonel Turchin on 
his next visit annnouiiced to his command that he would “tihut mine 
eyes for one hour.” At the end of that hour unmistakable signs of a 
cyclone were plainly visible. This was one of the charges against him 
when he was court-martialed and dismissed from the army as colonel, 
only to be commissioned immediately a brigadier general. His hri
gade was composed largely of Germans, who believed with their corn
mander that “war was war,” and when their Dutch was up they were 
snre to be heard from. His own regiment, the 19th Illinois, organized 
in Chicago, was a terror in battle or wherever it went, and I remember, 
on one occasion, when the regiment with which I was connected had 
garrisoned the town of Bellefonte, A h . ,  for several days, was removed, 
to the great relief of the citizens who had failed to be favorably irn
pressed with our manner of “conquering a peace.” To tell hhe truth, 
our boys had been behaving rather badly, and received such a re-
proof from Colonel Sill as I never heard him give before or after. 

Happening to meet a prominent citizen of the place a short time 
afterward he told me of the joy with which the citizens had seen our 
departure, but that in less than an hour they had prayed and were 
praying still for our return. The 19th Illznois had Yelieved us. 

At one time ,General Mitchel determined to attack the enemy 

holding the important railroad brldges at Bridgeport, a short distance 

east ofStevenson. Gen Leadbetter, of the Confederate service, was in 

command at  Chattanooga and had placed guards at that point, with 
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an outpost a t  Widden's creek, a few miles further west, where we had 

burnt the bridge at  the time of our first advance. With 

he advaiiced on this outpost. and while they were engag 

threw his main column, numbering about tmo thousand men, against 

the rebel force at  Bridgeport. To do this he lied to make c &tour to 

the left and march over a road through a mar.jhg country, which it 

was necessary to corduroy in order to allow the hauling of artillery. 

Every soldier mas ordered to carry a rail and t,he army sc;ne:c-hat re

sembled that of Malcolm when it moved with 3in:xu Wood. 


their rear, came rushing back only to fa11in our arms as c 

the morning after the fight an incident of a pleasant natui<>occurred. 


Samuel L'ervellyn, a member of Company I, 33d Ohii,, irho had 
started with the Andrews' party had been captured Pt  a point 
in Tennessee, and in order to make his story good-tl?:it ofheiiig 
a citizen of Kentucky on his way to join the Sout 
-he had been obliged to actually enroll himself in a Cozfederate 
battery. This battery had been opposed to us the day before but 
had hurriedly retreated to Chattanooga. In the confusiori he man-
aged to secrete himself in the weeds, where lie re1:iained all 
night and the next morning appeared on the hznli of the river 
dressed in Confederate @ay. Thinking to add another to our 
prisoners, a skiff was immediately maimed and our cciiirade was 
soon once' more at home under the old flag. After remaining 
there a couple of days, C,oloiiel Sill received orders from General 
Mitchel, who had returned to headqnarters, to destroy the remaining' 
part of the bridge, which mas accordingly done, :l:e grear structure 
making a most imposing conflagration. In after days it was rebuilt a t  
great expense and did good service for the Union army under Geuer
als Rosecrans and Sherman. General Mltchel -'as soon after placed in 
command of all troops in I\lidd!e Tennessee and Northern Alabama 
and in June he threw a detachment under General Negley to threaten 
Chattanooga. Colonel Sill's brigade, united with Negley at  Jasper, 

Tenn., making a movement on Shellmound, a station of the railroad
, 
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on the south bank of the river, but a reported movement of the enemy 
on Xcrfreesboro compelled General Negley to return to that point, 
although it was reasonably certain that this stronghold would have 
fallen a bloodless prize into our possession. I t  is doubtful if it could 
have been held for any length of time with the small force under Oen-
era1 Illitchel’s command; but two years later, when Ohicamauga 
stream ran crimson with the blood of patriots, it was gained, never to 
be lost. 

But events were now occurring which were soon to  deprive us of 
our  loved commander. The bloodless battle of Corinth had been 
fought and the army of General Buell was moving on the line of the 
railroad to unite with General Mitchel’s command. He personally ar
rived at ihntsville in the latter part of June and it mas soon demon-
skated that his views for the proRecution of the war were not a t  all in 
accord with those of General Mitchel. As a consequence the latter 
soon offered his resignation, but the authorities ordered him to Wash
inxcon, intending to give him a more important command. The mil
itary intrigue, so common at that day, prevented this, and he was 
given an unimportant command at Port Royal, S. C., where he soon 
fell a victim to yellow fever, and ended a career which had promised 
LO be one of the most aosuccessful ofthe war. His whole heart was in 
tht cause; he was a patriot in the truest sense~ofthe vPord, a man skillad 
iu his profession and o f  almost unexampled energy. His active spirit 
seemed never to rest and no fatigue or danger ever prevented what he 
considered a discharge of duty. Had he lived to a later day, when 
qualities such as his were sought afcer, the name of Ormsby McKnight 
Mitchel, although at present occupying an honorable position in Amer
ican history, might have been the brightest on its page. Who knows ? 
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OHAPTEX IV. 
AT BATTLE CREBK, TEXiV- A 1"ALSB ALAE:X-yO,X 2:CCO@Ii.-'?HE 

FIRST GUN. 

ON ir.Rer the arrival of' Gea-rn! ?tie11 thisr~wvprz ruiiiom of a cz:i
centration at,m i n d  poinc in 

General Bragg and it wm 

tanc military movement mon!d sooii be inaagu General Love11 

H. Rorssean had beer. a,ppointc. 
ion, but he was dorvii abonl At 
gacles while Colonel Si!l wag iie 
from Jasper, Tenn. 


old ninth brigade. 


on  it a mile or m o x  f r  

main force. i n  this hurry niid c o : ~  
book mliicli had freqnsn!ig hce:, c 
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were busily searching the camp almost as soon as we had left it. After 
that me renmined with t,he main force and enjoyed ourselves as best 
me might, in the ho: summer weather which mas then upon us. It 
mas not, too hot, though for a proper observance of the 4th of July and 
a full suppiy of patriotism in bottles and kegs being received about 
That bime by the sutler of tho 24th illinois a id  through the kind hospi
tality of ti12 galianb Coi,--,ei Nih%lobzy, who afiermard fell a t  Bu% 

' zard Ibcst , ,  91s priviiege o .' :b being extended to a favored few, 
the rooresco:~ of th?t day .st pat,riotieally celebrated. As to 
the afternoon n y  rocollec3on is iiob 80 distinct. 

n fox:: 01tlfie eneniy established a camp on the 
81; but b:- nriituai uiiderstanding there were no 

.ma!iner. Th 
h o u r  aad fre 

portant nu-velr,ents w&rein progress. One command after another 
mas ordered away until the old brigade mas all that mas left of the 
large h r c e  wiihieh had k e n  congregated there. Soon the greater part 
of "Lin.: w,s taken m d  Ihe only Union troops on the ground were Col-
on01 X-rris wiih l l i s  staE?a mxd1  detachment of the 4th Ohio eavalry 
and the 3Ed regimelit 0. V. I. 

O m  fi-iends on tbe opposite side of the river were no longer to be 
seen in forcs mid the smimzming frolics mere entirely broken up. We 
remaiiied there for a wesk or nore foraging on the country and hav
ing, as me Lhought, @te a p cnic. To be sure there was not quite 
enough of the EuZy element to make i t  a very enjoyable one, yet we 
mere not entirely unprovided fop in that line, for the daughter of a 
family living almost in the camp soon became a great favorite and her 
society mas quite a solacs for the lomly soldier boys. 

A true type of the native Tennesseean, her blond locks and straw-
berry complexion added to the graee with which she handled a snuff 
stick, would have attracted attention anywhere, but in a community 
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like ours in which there were’iio rivals aud where her charms alone 
held sway, it mas little wonder that she was the “Belle of Rattle 
Creek,” and that every soldier from the stern commander to the most 
bashful private was herdevoted admirer. So long as the main army 
was there her lot, in a feminine point of view, was a mont enviable one, 
for all sought to gain favor i n  her eyes and the strongest coffee, sweet
est roasting ears and choicest bits of bacon were always at her coni
mand. But the old experience of “I never loved a tree nor flower” 
was soon to be hers and as her lovers were marched off by platoons, 
companies and regiments, she must have felt miserable indeed and the 
snapping of heart strings was no doubt terrible. 

But she adapted herself to circnmstances. When the numher of 

her lovers was reduced to four or five hnnered she smiled on them 

jnst as pleasantly as when they were that many thousands. Her ideas 

ofrank could not have been very distinct for the company cook 

and company commander were alike favored and the captain, with his 

glittering shoulder straps, as he proudly marched at  the head of his 

company, was no more to her than the corporal, with his modest chev
ronfi, who brought up the rear. 

We were having lots of one but 
Love and war are closely allied. 

very little of the other, and soon there was to be an eaeniiag up. It so 
happened that onr foraging party one day ran across a few rebel cav
alrymen on our side of the river, who soon made known that their in
tentions were not as friendly as in the swimming days, and a brisk 
skirmish was the result, during which the enemy returned to their 
own territory with the loss of one man. The mere fact of thpir being 
on the north side of the river showed that they mere growing bolder 
and more confident and arrangements were quickly made for onr pro
tection in case of attack. The regiment vas  sent out in companies to 
picket the various roads and fords, while the regimental field and 
Btaff, with “A” compauy remained in the camp immediately without 
the fort. Although a night at,tacl; was expected it passed without in
cident and we slept undisturbed except by the voices of the sentinels 
as they announced t,hc hour and proclaiiiied that “All’s well.” A t  
early dawn the various pickets were visited, who reported all qniet on 

their front with the exception of the one at  the ford of Battle creek, 

where Captain (now Judge ) Minshall was in command. Movements 
of the enemy had been heard in his front during the night and 

it was thought that an attack if made at  all, would commence a t  that 

point. The morning, which was bright and hot, passed without inci

dent, until about the noon hour, when while seated in the open 



air a t  my mess chest, eating di#ier, I chanced to look across the river 
and saw some persons pulling the bushes aside and peering through 
them. The coolr's attention was drawn to it, but we decided i t  was of 
no special moment and went on with the meal. S a d  we known then 
what we knew afterward, that we had been left there as a corps of ob
servation, while t i e  entire army was being withdrawn from that sec
tion of the country, me might heve been a liLtle more uneasy. Such 
mas really the case and we were the only Union troops on the sonth 

'side of the Cumberland mountains, while on the other side everything 
was in confusion and doubt as to where General Bragg was to make 
hie first appearance. But of all this w8 were iguorant and in the calm 
mood in whiob one usually feels after a hearty dinner, I sauntered 
slowly to  the headquarters tent in which the colonel and chaplain sat 
busily engaged in writing. But this serenity was short lived, for 
before I reached there b-a-n-g went a gun and w-h-i-2;-zcame a shell. 



CIJ.ATTZZ v 

upon 118. T’he Ib 

midst m d  as t 

d rar~a lof the guns to a nmre respectfa! distance, bnt yet we mere ~ v i ~ h 
in reach and t,he shell with its fiery, hissing fuse, still made its regular 
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General Braggjs movements mere riot known with certainty yet, and 
there mere m m y  reports of the enemy’s proximity, necessitating that 
we should be well closed up in case of attack. At Murfreesboro the 
army was concentraied and soon we were again in Nashville. And 
now began illat long, tiresome, durty march to Louisville, .in which 
Generals Bneii and Bragg moved on parallel roads and in which a bat
tle seemed imminent a t  several points but iiever came. ii portion of 
Rrayg’s ?.rhiy in f ront  of us captured the garrison at Munfordsville, 
Icy., aiic! sent the men to meet us after they had been paroled. I well 
remember their sad, dejected look as they approached our advance 
asid were c,:mpe:!ad to lidteii to  the jeers of our men, at what was only 
their nii,3fortn:ie, certainly riot their fzanlt. 

It was while oil this march that I remember seeing, for the first time, 
that graud man whom I most cordially agree with Colonel Donn Piatt 
in pronouncing the “greatex of t i e  war.” As we were trudging along, 
a horseman aq~prozchecl,fo!iovcd by such an escort as denoted him a 
generel oi5cer. Genera! or5co:.s mere pretLy common in those days, 
hot here was an exception. The large commanding figure, with mili
tary coat tightly bnttoiied, the slow bat digiiified movement, the firm 
but kind look, d l  toid him co be more thaii the ordinary man, and 

sight of the O!iio river, ac West Point, below Louisville. None but 
those in our situation can appreciate the feelings with wliich we re
garded its familiar water. Rivers were 110 uiicsmmon sight to us. 
The suiniiier had beeii spent on the Tennessee. Very recently me had 
crossed the Cuinberland, the Darreu ’ slid the Green rivers, but here 
ma9 the old Ohio, which reminded us of home and friends and whose 
watcrs, as they rolled swiftly by, told us of the loyal hearts watching 
our progress and praying for our success, 

The boantifol supplies which ma found awaiting us on steamers, 
vere aiso a great relief, for this \?as $he first poiiit since leaving Nash
ilk that gave opportnnity o f  replenishing our now scmty supply of 
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GI-IRPTER VI. 


AT LOIJISVILLS,KY.--XILLING O F  GENERAL ~ ~ C 1 . 6 0 ~ . 
--AFTZR BBAGG 
THROUGH IIEATUCKY.-BATTLBO F  PI3RRYY,ILLS. 

After establishing camp our first move was to get a square meal. 
Walker’s restaurant mm then the great resort acd thither a few of ‘1s 
repaired to  replenish the inner n?nn miih ciei to which we had 
long been strangers. We found i t  i.romdec1 ivi 
neat barkespsrs mere bnsily engaged ii! dispe;;si:i~ tho c’prideof Ileil
tncky,” and of course we joiiied the procession. 1: had been ma?ya 
day since me had enjoyed the lozory oî a cocktail or brmdy smash 
aiicl we coiild hardly realize that such i l h g  
that the icritation to  ‘.pass thc c:tntom,” 
thing of the pafit. Facing lh. bar, eech one 
were horror-stricken when politely informed lhat i i  mas contrary to 
orders to sell !o ofiicers or soldiera. Oi’coxrse we re much abashed 
at this refusal, so !iiuch so i‘n:Lt XI employe of ths kame c 
ing us, poiitely informed us tl1;it if mc w i 3 ~ 1 db:,sakf..ls? a118 iiion!d 
step into one of t’ie little r o o m  1iew by, Giere moald be IIO SliSicnlty 

porcioiied amoiig tile old axny, sa as to throw them in contact with 
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tion into eastern Kentucky before we were assigued to General Mitchel 

and a!though the campaign had been a short one, we had learned to 

respect him for his soldierly qualities. A stern, hard officer he was, 
but none could donbt his patriotism or skill as a commander and 

when he fell the whole army knew and felb the loss it had sustained. 

But in the rapid current of events just then, this was but a ripple and 

soon me were on the rnarch once more to drive Bragg from Kentucky, 

through which he was marching at will. At Bardstown and other 
points we were very near him, but he declined battle and it mas not 

until lie reached Perryvi!le that he was induced to stand. On the 

night before the batcle, as we were marching along in the darkness, a 

general offlcer overtook us and recognizing onr colonel as an old ac
qiinintaiiue, rode some distance 1’5- o w  side talkitig of  the events oc
aiirrirrg itronnd u k .  His fine persoo”a1 appe;trauce and the strong pa-
c .’,iioiic exprewioii8 -wh ic‘ inrtered nit:de z pleasing iinrjressioii on 

filea.nd it was with reg heard his pleasant ”goo&night?’ w he fef: 
us. I t  was General James W. Jackson, of Kentucky, as true a patriot 
as ever gave his life for his country. Before the inorrow’s sun had set 

he had died the soldier’s death. 


The orders for the next day’s march were that every soldier 

should fill his canteen before starting, as water would be exceeding 

scarce on the route. So it proved and when me were halted about 

noon there was a great demand for that necessary element, but it 

seemed that a large part of General Bragg’s army was standing guard 

oveP all there was in the neighborhood. During the forenoon we had 

heard at  intervals the sound of cannon in onr front and were told that 

General Sheridan had engaged the enemy. Since leaving Louisville 

mas the first time that General Sheridan’s name had been known in 

that army. Ail occasional straggler on being a.sked where he belonged 

would reply, “Sheridan’s division.” “Who the devil is Sheridan?” 

would be the nsxt query, for no one seemed to know this coming man, 

Bu: i t  was not long befare the name became familiar and there were 
bnt few soldiers in what was soon to be the army of the Cumberlaud, 
but that could give f d l  information of “Little Phil.” His aivance 
had been skirmishing with the enemy all the forenoon, but no general 
battle h a d a  ye5 been opaned. I t  was reserved for Rsusseau’s divis
ion to open the ball, and this is the may i t  was done. 

General XcCook, our corps commander, having placsd us in line 
of battle, rode td General Sneil‘s headqaarters to reporb and on his re-
turn ordered us to t;irol.v ouo skirmishers to our front in search of wa
ter, which mas dune under command of Captain Bfontgomery, 33rd. 
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reer as iliiii of mhorn we are iiom spenki:? bnt he died when but a 
this can:panion of his 

yonth VJRS brought, with 1 poiiip, to be laid by hi6 side. 
. at nn enrly sge joining 
t ~ C V O L I ~life. '?h$ Church 
to he his only pleasures 

and  every one wa:; snrprised -?lien he meiit 8:s a cadet to Wesi Point, 

nily marked him ti-


h i:i:nkfl his r a t -
bring Lack the 

zilled! iiut a 


de his commer,. 



dabion of their past behavio; aiid lisieiied to hscxpressed hope tha’a in 
the battle which his 21 jad-ment sbowed.him to be immiriciit 
me would still Pmtiie;. honor him a d  ourselves by heroic deeds. 
But thus early in the fight.-ahost befG?e the batt11: was on-this iiicmt
ive w:2s taken from iis. As tba  veterans rocieved the mo:d the 

sIio:t moments Snilets mace 
speeding from m a r  liii e :he dsath of him who had been 
our loved commacier. 


imugh published a t  the t,ime, 

y giveii m they are iii a letter 

whicll I recently receirei? fL.omXi,. >red Ooiburn now a resident of 
Clifton Fo’rge, Vz., eud froin which 1t&e ilie liberty ofinaking a few 
extracts. Mr. Oolburji al t ha t  rime was but a b 

acily cfquarte:masLer 88 

ter of the 33d. Ohio. F 
attiacted the general’? ahtention and at the 

dinner above ailuded to was oiTered a poaicimi as extra aid-de-camp on . 
his staff. Of cowae i t  w a ~ :g?arlly accepted and the young man duly ‘ 

installed a8 039 of his rniliCary faizily aiid was collstantly by his side 
in the movementn pieceding liie battle. The nigh&before was quite 
cold End the yenem1 shared his blankets with hif;j’oang aide, who fur

ther tells the story as folloma: 


q q r e  did no?; siaea iiiudi, for it was very cold and as we lay with 
our heeds to the f x z a n  grdmc? we cculc? liear d ie  enemy ail night 
lorig moving io our right. They  mere iiot far OFarid the clashing of 
their guns aiid j:ii&iiJg o f  their canteens could be distinctly heard. 

1‘ skixiisb Iiiie to see if ‘the 
:own and nnzitod events. It 

fired, a sIn& i:iuskeG Eliot, bcd i%was the opening of the battle. In 
less than thirty seconds thore man anolhr-r, and then a volley, and 
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?hen the  roar of the b:,ttle eocld be ;ieard on our extreiiie right. We 


bee11 dettiled ti) 


will! hiin f w  the 

gsde, where ther 

o w  front. Vhei 


Iie 11zdscarcely got 


Rta?tcr; to obey 1:im snd lie kep! 

a litllc distance behind on 

p &:id down our line LO see thkt 

efs of o w  bii

a good view of 


oil toward the hatteq-. l i t e r  b 


ic1eiitiy mortally wounded xed with tlic assishnce of a couple of scl
diers I carried hiin to a house in the rear thcC Iiad bee2 tnrned into a 
temporary hospital. We k i d  him o n  the floor and calling the atten
tion of a surgeon 1told him lie was a general officer, and who lie i i a s  
and to do all in 11:s po->:;erfor him. and theii mounted my hmse a i d  re-
ported his fall to General Giieridan and aslred him who ~hooldtake 
command of the brigade. He told m o  Colonel Grensel, of t'?e 36th. Illi
nois, to whom I rei.'orted and offered my services, which were accepted 
alld I remained with him the rest of the day. Such I believe are the ex-
act particulars of tbe general's death. As you know I wm much at
tached t o  him, and everything that occurred was indelibly stamped 
on my mind." 
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The building in which the general mas left wzs soon in the bands 
of the enemy and I believe the exact time of his death has never 
been known, but presumably he died in a very short time after he was 
recieved there. The mound NBS from a ininnie ball which enteyed im
mediately below the eye and must have resulted fatally in a very short 
time. His badge of rank. of course, attracted attention aiid his body, 
being soon recognized by sonic of his former West Point comrades 
then fighting in the rebel arnq,  mas taken to Murfreesboroand treater? 
with as much respect as circumstances permitted. It mas found there 
cn our en trance Lo the towa after the bat,tle arid sent by ambulance to 
Nashville, where ib \\-as p1:;eed i n  the ha.nds of an undertaker. It was 
then taken to CliiI!icothe by a guard of lionor, receiving distinguished 
honors in Cincinnati 011 its passage throzg!i that city. 

The funeral va6 from the First Presbyterian church and mas at-
tended by an iiiimeiise concourse of peocle, many of whom had known 
him i n  his boyhood and mere proud to thus honor him who had so 
honored them. 

And now, after a lapse of twenty-five years, we gather once more 
around the grave to which me 011 that day consigned his lifeless body. 
We gather, iiot as we did then, in fear that the sacrifice wns an useless 
one-that the yoiing life had been laid on the altar of a disrupted 
country-bnt reverently aiid thankfully me come to honor him and his 
comrades who restored to us the Union of our fathers and made our 
country ciiee more a nation of one people and of one flag. The turf 
which covers his grave groas  green today and the flowers, which rest 
so lightly upon the waving grass, can ask for no more fitting place to 
exhale their fragrance than on this grave of the modest, pure and 
Cliristian soldier. 

1 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
fNCmI3NTS O F  THE BATTLEO F  PERRYVILLE.-\vOKJNDINQ AND SAP

TURE O F  COL. &IOORZ.--333 ~IiiO.--T.’ORXATION O F  


CU~~ERLAND.-EXPEDITIO~~ 
TO ROJ3RTSOX C Q U I U Y  TZXN.-2kD-

VANCE ON l\lURFnEESBO 

D%SOP,IPTION O f  n b:lLtl 11 nearly every case a:i 
s: for aiiy one persoii to T17here there are iniiii8 


gaged or in a wooded or uiieven eo::i:try, a correct ace 

be giren by consoltiiig the oi3cinl rc1,orts of mborcliiirla olmuceis, 

aiid as each one describes the par:icu!ai- part  ii: wliie!i h i s  weep 

were engngcd 1l:e genertil commaiiS.iiig or tho histox.ii:n :;?rives at 

the true history of the ba!lle. 


The groontl 311;?hich the  ba:tic.cf?crryvi 
f;tvornble to a perfict  vieis of the e?ig1ge:iie:it 
only iiitondetl to giro swiieg n :;i iiiclclC!its 
writer’s persoiinl obrer\,a:ion, iis renc?or ::imL 

t o  orders R:id t 

competent writer; X i x i  

few iiiciclents of the bn. 

army. 


sufferings of the troops eiignged. Altimiigli they h a d  


aud all sgringa and creelrd, except those so tauntingly heA 59 Llie ene-
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‘ 

d from thirst 


eld and stair 


lot iiicluded


mliich
e to thaL lnr~o ? i ~ d ~ ~ e  evens overything up, 
the 011swliich ?ell to tile c?!o:iel wss dss:iiied to give eicl  and coinfort 
to  the very enemy whom its fellow was thus assisting to destroy. The 
colonel having been r;onndecl and falling into the liands of the enemy, 
was Badly in need of water. The liquid in his canteen, so highly prized 
a short time before, mas now as gall and wormmood--mnter was what 

;d althcupli  iicm ~ i i 
ike right side of the creek hisguards 

osed to put themselves out of the way to minister to his 

coinfort and to his repeated requests for n drink, either turned a deaf 
ear’or comigned him to that reginn mhere it is generally supposed 
that, water I s  an unlrnomn element. In the extremity of his suffering 
a bright thought struck him. Calling one of the guards, he informed 
him of the nature of {he contents of his canteen and proving himself a 
true Pank ,  proposed a trade-whisky for water. It is iieedless to say 
that “Johnnie” eccepted. He kiiem a good thing as well as a Yank 
and coon the parched lips of the colonel were cooled by the grateful 
water and the cool lips of the guard were parched by the gurgling 
colJzmt~slrr?/;which goes to show that 110 matter whether in the “blue 
or ths gray:’ human nature is the same and at times everybody likes a 
change. Of course the other guard “stood in,” and then the strag
glers “canght on,:’ and goon the colonel mas likely to bedelugedin the 
water which was tendered hiin. Fortunately, Colonel Savage, of Ten 
nessee, co~nmaiidingthe brigade into Whose hancls he had fallen, hav
ing been informed that an old fellow member of Congress was his 
prifioner, cent orders for his kind treatment and as soon as the battle 
wa@OWR CRWOblweslf wid provicling rtmbalance, bnd hiax rsmovod 
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to Harrodshurg, wliere he could be inore comfortably situated. The  

colonel afterward told me of one of those pleasing iiicidents occurring 

which gave even a prisoner's fate a pleasant tinge. 


As he lay on a porch among the inany wounded Confederates who 

had been brought to that  place, a little girl cautiously approached and 

in lorn. tones asked if he Was a Union soldier. On his rrplying in the 

affirmative she v e n t  away and soon returned with some c'elicacies, 

which were accompanied by wordo of' sympathy from her .'mamma," 

who, she said, was a Union lady, but  compelled to be very cau

tions in thus ministering to his needs. 


With the coming of night the battle ceased, and the nioving 0.f 
troops and placing them in  position indicated that i t  would be resnmed 
the next morning, but  daylight revealed to ns that  the enemy had 
withdrawn and i t  is  needless to my that ,  to those o i n s  who hail been 
engaged, this news was a relief'. But this feeling was inore than coun
ter balanced by a re;riiz:tlion of the losses snstained. Of the 33d., 
which went into action with four hiindred men, tmenty~fivelay dead 
upon the field, while more than one hundred were monndod, inany 
mortally and n i m j  severeiq. The other regiments of the brigade and  
division had soffered eqnnlly \viih us end this first experience in 8 gen
eral battle was indeed a severe one. But there was no time for senti
ment and the next day in a falling rain 0111' dead conirades were buried 
and on the day succeeding that  we were started in pursuit of the re-
treating enemy. For several d q - s  this was continued until after pas-
sing through Crab Orchard, it  be.o:rine apparent that  the pursuit was 
useless and our course WILR changed toward Nashville. I t  mas about 
this time that  General Rue11 was removed and the Army of the Ohio 
ceased to he an  organizalion. Dut in its place a new one came, one 
that  was destined to take a prominent par t  i n  the events to follow and 
whose heroic deeds will live as long 8s history lives. On the 2d. day of 
November, 1862, a t  Bowling Green, Icy., General W. S. Rosecrans per
sonally assumed comriiand of the Army of'tlie Cnmherland and started 
i t  on that  career which mas afterward destined to become so famous. 
His right and left wings were commanded'respectively by Generals 
McCook and Orittenden, while General Geo. H. Thomas was placed 
in the center. Rousseau's diyision was placed under Thomas and this 
mas the commencement of our service under the immediate oomniaiid 
of that  grand old hero: 

In a short  time thelarmy advanced to Nashvilie with the excep
tion of General Thomas' corps which wa left at Csllatin and other 
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pointr to complete and protect the railroad aiid hasten the traaspor
t,ation of supplies. Roi18aeau7adivision uin6 pusted at Edgefidrl Junc
tion, zvhere i t  remnined u n t i l  near the tiine when General Rosccrans 
was rendy to make his adraiioe iii force. i t  ivns while Ij-ing here illat 
on oiie occasion the 2d. :~nd33d. mere detailed to guard a wagon trail3 

which was going to Zo3ertso:i county ftor a load oPfloar. Our  folka 
h:id seized a mi!! there and the iiejghborliood being me11 supplied with 
mhent, mere ronnin?: ib D r  no:oont of ‘.Uii&e Sam.” Rhertsoil 
county is to Teiiiiessee what Bourbon cov.aty is to Roniucky aiid its 
mai:~product has a fzmons rcpntr.tion throiigliout the entire Soiith. 
1iari:ig rearhrd t he re  we camped within sight of seran diseillerie8 . 
and of course the bo5-s were soon espioring. The pronrieter of one of 
these institutions, with it:: eye to busheas, soon camed i t  to bp imowii 

’e could purclinse, he  repiied tiiat he was 

11 of acy kind. There was r“r clock on the 


niantei which ’ i w m  of  order and the caplaiii. beinp a jen-eler, 

empioyecl a colimcl moiimi beckoiled me 


out and coiidv,cte n o ~ i t b ~ ~ i l d i n gwi;ere she disp!nyed an ole
gant layout of and  :nil!:, l o  wvijich the mpta in ,  having re

the moinan p o i n t d  on: a house to he  ~ e e i iin  t‘ir distance and said 
that if we \rere over tiiere we !d get ;;kitt;/ io eat, for on!y t i e  day 
before s!re liatl been there assi g 111 S!LlIghtPrj:>zh G j i 5 .  bhe gave n(i 
the man’s iinnie ?.:id said tl:, -lien t~:c i>o,&weie slaughtered a:id 
hung tip to cool he l i n d  expressed a regret  that, each particnlnr hog  

se . j ’  X7e quartered thaL nighti]; a smail ~ i l 
- - m d  moil :iftor an orderly came for me to re
!vrs. The genisl C;apt~iiiWarnock of t‘ne 2d, 

mas in command h e r e  nucl liariiig made ilseizurd oi^soine ‘.Robertson 
cmnty” of rnntnre age, mas desirai 8Iiari::g i 5  with an apprecistive 
comrade. Wibile di(icussii:p i t s  ~1 a citizGp carae iu asking fQr 
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a pass through our lines to his home. E e  told 5 pitirul story of his 
wife’s illness and of his having come to town for medicine for her, and 
assnred us  in the s rongest terms of his lo>-altyto ths Uiiioi,. An or
der was given to the sergeant to fill him out a pass, but when he came 
to give his name I discovered that it was the inan who had been kill
ing the hogs and qnietly informed the captain of the circumstance. 
To any one mho ever knew Captain TVarnwk it is needless to picture 
the dynamitic explosion which followed. The order for tlie pass mas 
countermanded and tlie man certainly remained in town for that 
night a t  least-

On the 22d. of December we were moved to Nashville. On the 26th. 

the campaign against onr old enemy General Bragg commenced and 

after much maneuvering and skirmishing, we found onreelres on the 

night of the 30th inst. in line of battle on Stone’s river, near Murfrees

boro, with the entire force of his army opposed to us i n  our front. 
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C H A P T E R .  1X. 
THE BATTLEOF STONE’S RIVER.-IN THE CEDARS.--E’IRST REPULBE 

OF THEREBELJ.-GEX. HAZEN.-HUNGRYSOLDIERS.--GEN. B R A G G ~  

RETREAT. 
o the recruit the reserve of an army has the appearance of be
ing a sof: thing, but to the veteran i t  is anything but a desira
position. He hioms that wherever there is a panic or broken 


line, a fiharp attack or siubborn resistance, there is the place for the 

feserve and even if ib is not called into action i t  is constantly kept 
’n a state of siispense or alarm by the harrowing tales ofdisaster and 
defeat, which are bronghb from the front by demoralized stragglers. 
At the front the soldier is too much engaged aiid iuterested to give 
attention to anything but the business in hand and if disaster comes. 
he sees it as i t  is, and not as i t  is magnified by the terrors of -the 
coward. 


R3usseau’s divi.:ion was the reserve of Thomas’ corps in the battle 

of Stone’s river; now about to take place, and was given position 

on the Nashville and Murfreesboro turnpike, a mile or more in 

rear of the mni:i line of battie. I t  stood there massed in column 

iii n drimiing miii froin before deyiight on the morning of Dec. 31, 

1352, until abon: E a. m., about which time aides aud orderlies 

were seen t o  1:nrrierlIy arrive aiid soon i t  mas marching by the 


. In a litLle while stragglers were met fleeing to 

were heard r:imors of disaster on our right. Gen 


d! TVillich mas captored and NcCook’s entire corps 

wvcs routed! Such news was not calculated to inspire the advancing 


enthnsiasm aiid the roar of muslcewy and heavy 

goi,g mi in onr immediate front would probably 

n g  e E e t  on inexperienced ,troops, but the old 


Nitchel division x’ss again to prove itself worthy both o f  its former 

commander and the one who now rodc so gallantly a t  its head. A 

cedar vrood t o  onr right seemed to he the scene of action just then 

a:id 8 8  n’e lefc the p;ke and formed iii line of battle, we were soon 
in it, a:id 1.ig1itroyally were we ir.elconicd. Solid ~ l i o tand shell 
came rushing through the trees and although no enemy was in 
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~ig l i t ,me had full assurance that they were aware of our presence 

and mere doing their level best to entertain uiq. In a short  time 

Colonel Loomis, of the artillery, dashed u p  shouting in his deep 

voice, which made itself heard even in that te

the 2d. an6 33d. Ohio to support my battery.” “By whose orders?” 

enqaired N a j .  Eilis, coniiiiaiiding the 33d. “Cy oreers of Xaj .  Gen. 
Rcusseau, by G--d.” w%sllie reply. “By (lie le�t nitiib, march!” 

and we leave the ~ o o c !ai:d zre plared on the tiirnpike, ly ing  down 
so as to be protected in a. small drgree hy tbe rczd, while o n  slight
ly  elevated ground in our rear arc plnced the batteries of Loomis 
ancl Guenther, twelve guns in all. TIic fire of the enemy still reacli
es us and as me lie l k r e  a. niap. is occasionally slriick by a stray 
minnie, ar:d spent camion balls go rolliiig aioiig the turnpike. Col. 
John Kell, of the 28, rrl!iie stan$ing il-ith his arm upon his horse, 
is seen to fall niortaliy mounded and tile fine:thorougIi-bred from which 
N a j .  Ellis has j i i b t  d i~mountedquivers and ia c1ea.d in its tracks. 
But soon our comrades n h c m  v-e lefl are seen coming hurriediy 

from the cedars, in retiring from which they had to cnt through the 

enemy, wbo had cbtaked pas:tioil in their rcar, xiid now they form 

a temporary liiie along a dcpreaeion in the open groiind. In a few 
moments the rebel hosts calile into frill view s’i they leave the woo?. 
Column aiier cclain:~appcar8 with banners I 


forward it looks as if t lxre  wr.8 iio willis 

Eut now the ti-ccTs h bcd bccn pcsted to receive them open 
fire a t  short range. The batteries iii our r e x ,  double shotted with 
grape and canister, rapidly telch forth their contents over our  

heads ::nd with eacii discharge malie such h a \ o c  in the rebel 

ranks that they are forced to retire. In the mood they are rein-

forced with fresh troops and again they come as boldly and de

fiantly as before, only to receive tliesame bloody repulse. Again 

and yet  again they appear but each time with the same result 

and the first check of the clay has been given to the foe which 
liad hitherto iiiarclied a t  will and driven the Union forces before 

it.. Such a display of heroism as they gave here mas worthy of 

continued success, for never came troops more gallaiitly into ac

tion and never was an nnworthy cause more bravely upheld, as 

the open groiind strewn with the corpses of their dead and the 

mangled bodies of their wonnded bore witness. 


A small clump of ljushes which apparently offered protection, 
but  in  reality gave none, was filled with dead who liad rushed 
there to escape the iron and leaden hail which was cutting them 
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down and it was here Lieutenant Col. Anson G. McCoolr, of the 
Second gallantly rode forward aud captured one of the rebel 
banners. But the Lictory was not a bloodless one. Our loss fell 
most heavily upon the brigade of regulars of Rousseau’s division 
under Col. Shepherd, which sustained a loss in killed and wound
ed ofover six hundred, out of a force of fifteenhundred; and the 
other brigades commanded by Cols. Scribner and John Beatty 
both sustained heavy losses. A particularly distressing loss mas 
that of Lieutenauts Chambers aiid Tan Horn, of the Second, who 

were killed by prape shot from our own batteries m>ile firing over 

our heads. 


While lying here a force immediately to our left under General 
Hazsn was heavily attacked and i t  gives me pleasure to bear wit
ness to the gallantry with which that brave officer bore himself. 
In a trial before a court-martial a few years since he was charged 
with cowardice in tllis battle. :E such be cowardice well might we 
wish for more of it in our  army, for while trees irere being 
rive.1 with solid shot and &ell, and men werc falling on every 
side, Gen. Hazen stood with sword in hand, directing aiid encour
aging his men in such a may as to attract my atteutiou and 
cause me to enquire his name. R monument to “the dead of 
HaZen’s brigade” todaarnarks the spot mherc more than fifty of 
his gallant men lost their lives in repelling one of the fiercest 
attacks of this bloody battle. 

After this there was a lull for awhile and o ~ i rpositiou mas chang
ed to one facing Murfreesboro. While lyiiig here General Rose-
cram attended by his staff came dashing up and seeing more fav
orable ground close by moved us to it, and saying that he ex
peoted we would soon be attacked, ordered us in that event to 
charge with the bayonet. His chief of staff, Col. Garesche, had 
just been killed by a caiiiioii hall aiid a spot of blood on his 
cheek was said to have come from that brave officer. There was 
plenty more of fighting that day in which we were not engaged 
and in fact Elthough the battle lasted t n o  days longer, we were 
not actively in it. Thatnight  me were upon the front line, the 
open ground in front of 116 filled with dead and wounded of both nr
mies. Ambulances and wagons were running all night and as the 
cries of the mounded were dktinctly heard, i t  may be easily inferred 
that there mas no rest for our cold and tired men. A runaway a t  one 
t h e  caused great consternation, for besides the injury to the oecu-

I 



pants of the vehicle, wa8 the danger to the helpless ones lying in it8 
path. 

Before daylight we were moved to the rear where a new line n’as 
established, but t’le day passed Nithout special incident to us until 
ust at nightfall we were again changed to a position in Which we re

mained until the fight was over. Having gotten into position, Lieu-
tenant Ramsey, Co. B, (now Captain Ramsey, of Washington C .  H.,) 
and myself started on an exploring expedition in our frolit. We had 
not gone far before we met a soldier, not in regulation uniform, who in 
answer to our questions failed t o  give satisfactory answers. I le  was 
armed with a weapon somewhat resembling a sword bayonet and 
claimed to belong to a Missouri regiment and seemed not to ~ I I O N  of 
any Union troops being near him. We took him i n to camp and for-
warded him under guard to headquartersbut never heard of him after-
ward and to this day are uncertain as to whether me made an impor
tant  czpture or not. VIien daylight came we found that our position 
was very dangerous from a gang of sharp911ooters, who made i t  un
comfortable for any who ventnred to expose themselves aiid several 
were wounded while moving about. Some of the more daring of our 
boys stole cautiously into the moods and were remnrded by bring
ing several Johnnies from the trees in which they were perched aiid 
this relieved us to some extent of the annoydce and danger to which 
me were exposed Provisions mere now scarce and the men actually 
suffering wilh hunger. INas never so strongly imprer?sedwiih the in
fluence which the stomach has iii>on a man’s courage a9 I was on the 
second night of this battle. Tt7ewere all lyiiig about on the rocks 
and ground ?s desponllent as men could be. After two day’s hard 
fighting NC had made no progress and the enemy was agp weiitly as 
deAant as ever. Rumorflmere constantly reaching us ofdisasters in the 
rear and everything pointed to defeat. Officers mere severely cen
sured and it seemed that an order to retreat mould bo gladly r e l 
corned. But after night rations nere  brought up and distributed and 

a
soon there N ~ S  change-retieat mas not to be thonght of--we had 
c3me to stay and ‘.Old Rosy” was a darling. Coffee, boiled on a few 
coals hidden behind a rock to conceal the fire from theenemy and a 
piece of fat bacon cooked on a ramrod, wrought all this change and 
themaii who had said retreat moulcl h a w  been sommarily sat doNn 
upon. The morning ofthe 2d N A S  passed without anj thing of special 
moment occurring, but i n  the afternoon the inassing of large 
quantities of artillcry in the open ground near o m  position, gave 
warning of events to come. Battery after battery mil8 placed in 

I. , 
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position until there mere fifty eight guns massed closely together. A 
porcion ofoorlrfc wing had been thrown across the river, and these 
preparations mere made to protect i t  in case of an attack. The attack 
came about 4 p m from Breckinridge‘s command aud its advance 
was a spleiicW sight to those of 11s not engaged. Their banners could 
plainly be seen a s  they moved forward. forcing our men gradually 
back and that vas  rather dispiriting. But soon the tide of battle 
ttir1.s -31e gail ,mt Colonel Miller m - h s  a charge which cannot be 
withstood-the artillery which had been massed is turned loose-the 
very ground trembles and through the smoke the rebel banners are to 
be seen falling hack, aud this great fffort of the enemy is afailure-the 
last chargc is made and the battle of Stone’s river ended. On the 3d. 
horh arniies were yet lying opposed to each other, but a t  noon Bragg 
decided to retreat and that night his entire army with the exception 
of his cavalry, moved out and left ns in  possession of the field. A 
reconnoisnace dznionstrated this and on Sunday, the 4th inst., orders 

were given for the burial of the deacl. This was done by 1a)ing 

them side by side in large trenches and it was indeed a mournful 

sight to see so many of our gallant comrades given the rude burial 

which a battlefield can only afford. 


On the 531, General Thomas’ corps, preceded by Stanley’s cavalry. 
moved into the town, which was now only occupied by such wounded 

as the rebels could not remove, and the point which had cost so much 

blood to defend and so much to obtain, was once more in possession of 
the Union army. 



CHAPTER X. 

TN MURFREZSZORO.-EXECU?ICNC P  CIT1ZhiiS A K D  A CEEEI:THR.-AR 

REST AKD EXECUTION O F  SPIES AT F ~ A ~ 9 L I l i . - ~ ~ L L 1 H C ~ A 
C A Y -

PAIGN.-ACROSS THE TEKKPES~B 
IKTO CEORGIA.-TGE LOST ERI

GADE. 


life of a soldier has i ts  lights a n d  shadows. The campaign 
@]t3fst ended, thcugh a rl!ort c x e ,  xafl  attcn2ed with m a n y  I~axd
ships and wit11the bloody fcei:es of t h e  Lattle wliirh clostd it, might 
well be claseed arnoiig the E I I R ~ O G S .The lights were to follow. For 
nearly fiix Ion:: m o ~ ~ t i i s~e m a y  be mid to h a r e  eajoyed all the com
fort which ran fall l o  a soldier's lot. O n r  camps, located in a n d  about 
Miirfreebboro, n-ere well chown and  soon became things of beauty. 

The cedar which grew so lavialily abcut the ton-n was largely used in 
their adornment and the streets, on each side of which were planted 

stately evergreens, gave them Ihc appearance of well laid out vi l l~ges.  

Wagon loads of branches were hauled to furnish shade for oiir tents 
aiid in the hot sun of Ihal, climate \%-ereposed in cur hunks entirely 
sheltered from its rays,  while the ccol breezes blew through the tents 
opened wide for their pnssage. A t  Genernl Rouaseau's headquarters, 
a large building capable of seating several handred persons mas built 
entirely of ceclzr brmchee aiid used as a chapel, where nightly meet
ings mere held for such a8 chose to attend. Tho commissary depart
ment  of the army was soon in good working order and the sntler's 
tents well ntocked v i t h  slipplies of every description, while we9 filled 
boxes from home occasionally nddcd their welconie presence and  
gave variety to the mess chests. The daily drills, with camp 
guard niitl picket duty, mere jusk sufficient to relieve the ennui and 
give zest, to camp life and ii: the eyeninp Ihe dress parades were 
given with as mucii attention to detail as thongh there were thoiiw
anrls of spectators. Reyieir-s by the commanding general -we of fre

p e n t  O C C I I ~ C I I C ~and o n  two or three occasicns me had corps drills 
under the'immrdiate command of General Thomas.. The infantry and 

artillery of his command made a w r y  considerable army of itself and  

i t  mas indeed a sight worth Reeing when this able soldier took i t  i n  
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halld ancl, with tlie assidance of his staff, handled It with perfect ease. 


I t  was on one of these occasions that I saw him urge his horse to a 

gallop a?idevideutlyenraged a t  the stupidity of a captain of artillery, 

cash up to him and enquire, “D-n you, Captain, why don’t you come 
iu to  hatcery?” I t  was s w h  an unusail thins to sse him beiray any 
emotion that i t  atlrsctod general atteiitiou in the immediate nei’ghbor
hooo and added much to tlie captain’s embarrassment. Both tlie ofE
cers and soldicrs found pleasure in social intercourse and much time 

ng friends in other regiments I reczll many pleas-

ant episodes which occurred in this long period of rest, also some 
which were not so pleasant Among the latter, I remember noticing 
one day a large crowd ofsoldiers congregating together and from cu
riosity joined them in time to witness a double execution. Two citi
zens of the neigliborhnod taking advantage of the unsettled state of 
the country, had been committing depredations on their neighbors, 
both robbing a i d  mnrdering, for the little property which the war had 
left As the civil law way not in operation, they were tried by m;litary 
commission, found gniily a- rhargecl and their sentence of death ap
proved by the authorities They stood upon the scaffold protesting 
against the manner of their condemnation, bat  i t  m,ts of 110 use and to
gether they ware swung off under tlie directlon of the provost mar-

lid and there s e r e  two giiedllas less amongst us. 

A much sadder spectacle mas that of a young man who 
hacl desrrtcrt f rmi  oiir ranks and ma8 taken prisoner by a 
band of our cavalry in a skirmish with the enemy. He was found 
fighting against his old comrades and a trial by court martial 
fully established Iris guilt. As he belonged to a battery in Rousseau’s 
division i t  devolved upon us to witness the execution of 
hi3 sentence. On thc appointed day we were all under arms 
m d  beiug marched to an open field were formed in three sides of 
an open sqiiare, arouhd which the condemnecl man, seated in a cart 
upon a plain wooden coEn, was drawn preceded by a band playing 
slow music. The coEn was then placed upon tlie ground in full 
view ancl seated upon i t blindfolded, mas the unfortunate man. A file 
of six men, placed P *hart distance off, a t  a signal from the 
officer in command f i r 4  a volley and mithout a groan or  move
ment of any liiiid be w n k  upoii his coffin, a dead man-a warn
ing to all of the f.tte < I f  deserters. 

At thc village of Franklin, where Colonel Baird wa8 i n  ccm
rnaud of R. ~ r n n l lontpost, two ofdcera preeented thsmfiRlveR o w  
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day claiming to have Dee:-. sent by proper authority to make a n  
insi;ection oC the post. T h e y  represented t h a t  on their ;:-a9 thith
e r  they had been capttired bg tilo Ccnfcderates aiid robbed of’ 

their passes and money. New passes and money were furnished 

them and they also fircured a loan of fifty dollars. After spend
ing 3. few honrs at the post, t h ry  took their departure, but not 

before they had excited a suspicion that all mas not right, which 

suspicion TWS increased to snch a:i extent that  tlley r e r c  follow
cci and arrestcd as spies berorc: they had pessed outnarii through 
our lines. Tiiquiry a t  i!cpnrtmcnt kecc?qnartein establidied the 

fact that  there merc no such inspectors in the national service 

and n drum-head court-mnrtini was orciered before nh ich  they 
m-ere tried. 1Izl-il.g confessed tliat tkey were Col. Wil!inms and  

Lieut. Dunlnp of the Confe6erate army. thcy were sentonced to 
inimedintc execution and merc linng tho follominp d8.y. It was 
scpposed by E O M O  that  tkcir objec!; was to obtain inrornwtion 
m1:ich monlcl cnablc Forest, to v k o w  command they belcng
ecl, to dash q o n  the post R I : ~  czpture it. Bat  more prob

ably, in view of the fact that  Frzn1::i:i ~ n s 
an unin~portarl tpost,, 
they wero iiierely upon n lark ncd v..ished to h a w  some daring 
stoyies to tell tlici:. comrades. In either eF.se i t  as a sad onder
tal:ina and n ie t  with n sac! ccding, foor they v e r c  bright,, intelli
gent m c ~ .c:c~ely connccted wi:h F G ~ Cof tl:c lrading f?,milies o f  
the Confeceracy, Colonel Will ian~sbeing. by marriage a near rel
ative of Gen. Lee. 

Gen. Rosecrana mas much censured for his long stay at Mur
freesboro, but  he mas preparing his army for thebril l iant cam
paign which w a ~to follow and although he  had many sharp 
spats with the authorities a t  Washington, he  bided his own t ime 
and moved only wlien his judgment showed him that  he  was as 
well prepared as there was a reasonable prospect of his being. The  
army n’a~~ o l lcontent in its pleasant quarters and although the boys 
knew that  it. was necessary for them to be moving in  order t o  
accon~plishtheir purpose, i t  nras almost with regret  that  they re
ceived their marching orders. But when they came, preparations 
mere qiiiclrly made-the camps which had been such pleasant 
homes were brolren lip-tlic rubbish which had accumulated was 
thromn aside a n d  on the 2!th. day o f  June, in what promised to 
be a settled rain, mo mowil  out upon the road, and all the pikes 
leading South were thronged with o i ~ rmoving colums. 

Tho “Tnllshoma campaign” on which we had now entered, .ma8 
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one of the most brilliant of tlic \vm n i i d  Iiss added uincli to 
Gen. Rosecranu' repntatio?i :is a strategist. P-nt uafJrtuiiately to 
t!iose of us engaged in it, llierc ~ ~ - r ? sbut little opportunily for 

seeing the poiuts of the gi*md Ijtxtegy. The rniii, wliicli coiii
meiiced falling on the inoriiing of our departure from Mcrfrees
boro, continued Tor nine clays :ilniost \I ' . L i t  iiiterinissiou. TITe 
marched in it and slept iii it. The ro:i ' came GO heavy that 
our wagons ~v'arehopelessly beliind a!id .i a tliiiig as a Lent 
was not; to  be tliouglit of. The ccreniony of going into caiiip 
was dispensed with and a Iin!t iii t!ie road, with tlie collection 
of'a few feiicc rails aiid the sprc::ding of a rubber blanket was 

our bivouac. 


When the rain ended thc campnigii \\'as over, with General 
Bragg nowhere in sight. There had been some skirinisliing both 
by the carairy and infm -many cliaiiges of troops fro111 011~ 

road lo another-but no serious crigagmient. The nearest ap
proach which our divisioii had to T. h t t h  was nt Hoover's Gap, 
where we had quite a skiriiiisli and lost several nien, but I P ~ C ~ C .  

ever we met the enemy lie \\':.as driven with but little cEort. 
I remember one day, as we \nw plodding along in the mu~1, 

me passed Q plantt:tion 011 \rliicll there n-zs a large number of 
slaves, mlio had congregated on the fences to ~vitnessthe grand 
sight. There -xas sudden;y lieard a heary firing of artillery in 
ox* fro:it. 1.iqtinctively the step of the men \>-as qniclrened aild the 
word passed :dong the col~iniiito close up. 'Everybody W:LS 011 

tlic qui i-iac supposing that our ac1r:iuce liad niet tlie enemy alld 
engaged hiin and that ve,  Loo, mould soon be in tho nffmy. I t  
was a pieasant relief to 11s sooil to find that! i t  was o w  arti1lot.y 
alone that mas making tlie rackel and that the occnsioli xvas the 
news of a glorious rictory at  Gettj-sburg. This great battle llad 
been fought and won and ..lthougli its imporlance was not frilly 
appreciated a t  tlie time, the result iws liailcd with dcliglit a11c1 
the victory of our coiiirades in il:e East do!; celcbmted in  tliis 
appropriate .sf j le. It mas soon h o w  tliat Gon. Bragg had f:t]!c~i 
back to Chattaiiocga and our army again went into quarters 
along the line of railroad from Ta l l a I~o~nn 
to Dcchord, where it 
remained inactive iintil the com~iiencenient of what is I I O ~Ii11own 
as the Cliicamaiiga campaign. The troops mere moved over the 
Cumberland mountains, Ilousseaa's division, now under command of 
Gen. Eaird, locating on Crow creek, near Anderson, where it remained 
until the commencement of the movement, when itcrossed the Tenneg. 
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see river onpontoons, and followed Gen. Negley oversand mountain in 
frontof Dug Gap where he encountered the enemy in force. There were 
few of us who knew the extreme danger we mere in a t  that time, but 
through a Zailure on the part of the Confederates to take advantage of 
the situation and by good generalship 011 oiir side, vie mere extricated 
from it and placed in a secure position a t  Stevens’ Gap. On the 16th 
we moved to the left and after night came to Crawfish Springs where 
we found General Rosecrans himself. A member of his staff, Captain 
Drouillard of the regular army, who was indebted to Colonel Moore 

for his appointment to West Point, came to OUT regimental headquar

ters and enlightened us as to the situation, informing us that a baLtle 
was imminent a t  any time and could be delayed but a little while. 

Although the troops were very tired they were not permitted to 
rest, but were on the road all night and at  daylight on the morning of 
the l D t h ,  Baird’s division being in  advaiice, vie were halted on the 
Kelly farm and placed in line of battle faciiig toward the Chicamauga 
river. Brannan’s divisioii followed aud was placcd to our left. 

While the men were preparing breakfast I noticed a group of om
cers in the road and going toward them found i t  to be General Thomas, 
with his staff and divisiou commanders. Colonel Dan. McCook, of 
Gordon Granger’s division, had been on the ground the day before 
and burned a bridge across the river. He was now reporting to Gen
eral Thomas that a brigade of the enemy was on our side, cut off from 
the main army and could he easily captured. General Thomas order
ed Brannan to move forward in search of this brigade aiid a t  the same 
time instructed Baird to throw his right wing forward so as to keep in 
line with Brannan. This movement was made about 9 o’clock and 
soon resulted in unwittingly bringing on the general engagement 
known in history as the battle of Chicamauga. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

BATTLEO F  CHICA~LIAUGA.-DEATH
OF MAJOR ELLIS,33d. OHIO.-IN 

CHATTANOOGA.-CAPTTJRE POUEROY.
OF LIEUTENANT 


T-IE lost brigade which General Thomas had started us to search
zfor was not long in being found. Croxton’s brigade of Brannan’s 

division not only soon found it, but several more with it, and both 

Brannan’s and Baird’s divisions had proceeded but a little distance be-

fore they were actively engaged. Scribner’s brigade was on the right 
of the line, with its commander very anxions unttl an aide came and 
assured him that General Palmer’s command, although not in sight, 
was protecting his right. Thus reassured he engaged the enemy 
with confidence and we were soon driving him before us and captur
ing many prisoners. From them we learned that a strong force was in 
our front and when we came to a field of standing corn, which obscur
ed the view, me were halted. A great column of dust showed us that 
the enemy was massing in our front and to the right, while between 
the :oms of corn his skirinishers could be seen, thus corroborating the 
story of the prisoners. B s  no supporting troops were yet visible on 
our right and the enemy was evidently in close proximity, General 
Baird was preparing to defend that part ofhis liiie, when it was fierce
ly attacked and King’s regular brigade land Scribner’s were both 
thrown into disorder and hurled from position. Starkweather’s bri
gade in reserm shared t h e  Game fate and thus Baird’s entire divis
ion was falling back in more or less confiision. As I was doing my 
share of it, in compaxy with Captain Hinson, Co. D, 33d. Ohio; I heard 
something strike and his countenance immediately showed that he 

was mounded. Assisting him as best I could uutil we reached an am

bulaiice, he was taken to the rear and this is how it came that when, 

at  the conclusion of the war, he rode a t  t‘ne head of the regiment as its 

colonel, it was wish an armless coat sleeve. The Fjrst Michigan bat

tery, camslanded by Captain Van Pelt, (its former commander Captain 

Looinis having been made:a colonel of artillery,) had been posted a 
short &stance in rear of the right of Scribner’s brigade to which it be-

longed and when the attack was made on the right soon �ell into the 

enemy’s hands, but not before its gallant commander, fighting a reg& 

ment with his single saber, fighting almost as never man fought be

, 



52 Three Years With the Armiet 

fore, died, refusing to surrender the precious guns which he loved 
with almost the:same affection as he did the lovely wife from whom he 
had parted but a few days before. With a wife’s constancy she had 
been sharing his soldier life and only when this hazardous campaign 
was about to be undertaken, had she consented to return to their home 
to await the news of the fearful struggle in which her husband was 
about to engage. With what crushing effect that news must have 
come to her, and yet how her heart must have swelled with pride as 
she read of the glorious manner of his death. Other troops comlng up 
now attacked the Confederates, who were driven back in great disor
der and the lost battle recovered. Generals Baird and Brannan re-
formed their divisions and were given a position of importallce to 
hold, when about five o’clock in the afternoon, they were again furi 
ously attacked but bravely repulsed the enemy. It was in this attack 
that the brave Colonel Durbin Ward was badly wounded. 

After nightfall a sharp attack;was made upon Johnson’s division 

and Baird was sent to his assistance, but it was soon over and the 

troops went into bivouac on the field. The air was quite cool and as 

110 fires were allowed aiid our wagons were not up, we were cornpelled 
to take blankets from the dead in order to make ourselves comfortable. 
My companion for the night was Major Ellis, 33d. Ohio, an officer 
whom I have before:alluded to. A more eiithnsiafltic man in battle, 
nor a braver one, I have never met, but on this occasion he seemed 
despondent and ,expressed his opinion that we mould be beaten and 
spoke of his ‘never before having had such feelings in a fight. For 
some time we lay awake talking over the situation, bnt finally yielded 
to fatigue and slept until about 3 a. m., when we were awakened to 
take position in a new line which had been marked out for the day. 

The left of t,he army covering the road to Rossville, was considered 
the important post in the new formation :and here General Bnird was 
placed, with the regular brigade of his.:division :on the extreme left of 
the whole army. Scribner’s brigade joined it on the right and as Soon 
is were placed in position a light breast-work of logs and other mnter

ial found on the ground was thrown up, which afterward proved Of 

great service. When daylight came, coffee was made and the boys en-

joyed a light breakfast and then calmly[awaited the attack ofthe ene

my. I t  came :between eight and nine o’clock, and came with SUCh 


f‘ury that for a time the regulars; wavered;and had they not been rein-

forced by General John Beatty’s:.brigade of Negley’s; division, must 

have been forced f rou  their position. But this timely arrival enabled 
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them to hold it until other troops, which had been ordered to their 
support, arrived. The attack was made by troops of Breckenridge’s 
command assisted by Cleburne’s and other divisions of the rebel army 
and unless the Union line had been much strengthened it certainly 
would have been sueeessful, but as it was, they were repulsed after 
two hours hard fighting with terrible slaughter on both sides. Then a 
lull came to our part of the line, but the continuous roar of musketry 
to our light told us that heavy fighting was being done there at close 
quarters. Major Ellis, seeing an aide dashing by, hailed him for 
news of the battle Being assured that it mas progressing favorably, 
he stepped to the rear of the regiment and shouted in his impulsive 
way, “Boys, we are whipping the life out of them, vhipping the life” 
-but the sentence was never concluded. A stray ball, or one from a 
sharpshooter, struck the gallant officer and the pallor of death ma8 on 
his countenance a3 he fell. Was his despondency of the night before 
a presentiment? As tenderly as circumstances would permit, he was 
placedin a blanket and borne to the rear in charge of Lieutenant 
Pomeroy, who afterward reported that for a moment he revived, but 
only to smile as if still elated at the prospect of victory and then, amid 
the din of the battlefield, gave up his life for the country he loved so 
well. They buried him by the roadside and marked his grave, which 
attention afterward proved of serious consequence to the lieuten
ant. 

After the disaster to our right, with which every reader of 
history is familiar, General Thomas changed his line to Horseshoe 
Ridge, where the great event of the day occurred, the timely ar
rival of Gen. Gordon Granger and the gallant Stedman, which be
yond doubt saved the army from a disastrous rout. This occur-
red not far from our position and the roar of artillery and mus
ketry was simply deafening. About five o’clock the troops on 
our right were seen t o  be retiring and 001. Moore’s attention 
was called to the danger of our capture. He was conscious of it, 
but expressed his intention to remain in position untll he had 
orders to vacate and this delay eventually caused the capture of 
many of his regiment. The order to fall back had been issued 
but never reached us and it was not until the enemy wa8 upon 
us that we hastily retired and in falling back passed over ground 
which had been fought over and in which there were many dead 
and wounded of both sides. In this movement the regiment was 
badly broken up and I found myself with only two comrades in 
front of come troops commanded by Gen. Willich. He orderedus 
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Q fall in his ranks and to our remark that it was scarcely 
worth while as there mere oiily three of us, replied, “Well dat 
is shoost dree more, fall in.” We fell in but soon Iieard nhere  
the main part of the regiment mas and started to join it. In  
passing through a little ravine we came across Gen. Thomas and 
siaff. By that time the whole army was in retreat and threatened 
mit‘n great danger, but the old hero mas as calm as me had often 
seeii him on pztrade. Dismouritiug from his horse, he directed a n  
orderly to gather some corn from a fleld ,just a t  hand and vhile 
the horse was feeding dispatched some members of his staff with 
orders and conversed eariiestly with Geii. Eaird who had joined 
the group. 

Not finding the regiment where me expected, me joined the 
retreating troops and plodded along to Rossville, where we ar.rived 
after dark, halting there until the rear guard came up and being 
assurgd there mere no troops behind became very anxious for 
cur comrades and mere about to give them up as captured when 
one of them nmde his appemnnce with a string of canteens in  
search of water. He reported the regiment in bivouac about a half 
mile in the rrai‘ aud Ciiere we found it busily engaged in  cooking 
supper. Assuring the colonel of the great danger of his position, 
he gave orders for haste in  the meal and -xas soon :;ith the divis
ion again a t  Rossville. We mere ordered to Chattanooga that night 
as guard to an ammunition train, but after going about half the 
distaiioe mere ordered back ag:Lin and thus deprived of a night 
of much iieeded rest. We halted and stacked arms in the 
middle of the ronit aud remained there all of the iiext day, but a t  
night mere placed in position on Missionary Ridge, with the enemy 
i n  close proximity. About 3 :i. ni. 7.e received orders to quietly 
move out, mhich me did and axrived a t  Chattanooga about 8 o’clock 
as the rear guard of the entire army. 

The greatest confusion existed in the place, which was filled to 
overflowing with demoralized men, holees, mules and wagons, and 
if Brsgg had only been active.in pursuit, the broad Tennessee which 
flowed around the town, aiid over which there was but one frail 
pontoon bridge, mould certaiiily Jinve received the greater part of 
the army. But Bragg had been in a fight and his men were a8 wili
ling to quit a8 me mere. ,Longstreet, with his veterans, had discovered 
that i t  mas no picnic to which they had been sent and that these 
men of the west were as capable of giving blows as the army to 
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were left unmolested uusil the fcrtifications, which grew so fast, re-
stored our confidence and in two days time the Army of the Cum
berland mas as defiant as ever srid Chattanooga was placed beyond 
the possibility of capture by direct attack. But while me mere 
working as beavers to make our position secure, Bragg moved up 
and quietly took possessiou of Missionary Ridge and Lookout Moun
tain, thus threatening- as from the front and euLLing of: river c a m  
niunicatioii with our base of snpplies and rendering our possessioa 
of the place not only insecnre bnt suggesting the question, “What 
are we going to do with it?” 

On our aryival at Chattanooga Lieutenant Pomeroy asked per-
mission from the colonel to return to the battlefield and secure pos
session of-the body of Major Ellis, wliose grave he had marked 
that he might recognize it. The colonel, knowing hhe almost cer
tainty of lid being caplurefl, was not disposed to give the per-
mission, but the lieuhenant was so persuasive and so confident 
Lhat he finally yielded and provided him with an ambulance. A 
scldier whose name I am sorry to have forgotten, volunteered as 
driver and thus equipped 11s passed through our lines. They had 
not proceeded far before they were picked up and taken before a con-
federate general officer, to whom the  lieutenant represented himselfas a 
surgeon and stated his errand. His appearance mas well calculat
ed to sustain the eliara,cter assiinied. Of rather tall, slender build 
and wearing glasses, which added somewhat to his naturally in
tellectaal countenance, his story seemed a plausible olie-so much 
so that, after making a prisoner of the driver and confiscating 
the ambulance and mules, he was placed in a hospital to assist in 
caring for the wounded. 


He managed to sustain his assumed chmaeter in this trying 

place and in a ferv weeks w8s forwarded to Richmond, where, as 

surgeons mere not held as prisoners of war, he mas released and 

retamed to his command-soon, alas, to meet the fate of the 

friend for ‘whom he had been milling to sacrifice his liberty. 




r 
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CHAPTER XII. 


AT CHATTANOOGA.-REMOVAL OF GENEZAL R~SECRANS.-BROWN’S 


FBRRY.-BATTLE O F  LOOKOUTMoUNTAIN-ADVANCB ON MIS


SIONARY RDGE 

HE fronts of both armies were now heavilv picketed and that8duty was a dangerous one, until by niutoal understanding friendly 

relations were arrived at  and then it was rather pleasant. There was 

something quite attractive in sitting on the bank of Chattanooga 

creek with a deadly eneiny on the opposite side only a few yards dis

tant, with whom we were engaged in pleasant conversation or in ex-

changing iittie commodities and the soldiers of both sides seemed to 

enjoy it. Not unfreqiiently a Confederate, taking advantage of the 

darkness, would come over and yield himself a prisoner and I remem

ber on one occasion of a rebel major wishing to enter into negotiations 

for the surrender of the entire picket force of which he was in com
mand. But treachery was feared and we confined ourselves to re
ceiving them singly or in squads and scarcely a night passed without 
more’or less coming inho our lines. Every morning when our picket 8 
would be relieved, the returning ones would bring tales from the reb
els that WE would surely be attacked that day, but this got to be a 
chestniit and although we could see that they were establishiug bat
teries on Lookout n:onntain and Missionary Ridge, the days passed 
without any demonstrations whatever. Our fortifications had ad
vanced to siich a stage t,liat we felt quite secure from any attack 
which might be made and as for the batteries, we thought the distance 
mas so great that they monld not prove of serious trouble. Our regi
nient,wF*sencamped in front of OUT wor:is and w5en one afternoon, af
ter having been especially warned that morning, the sound of a gun 
was heard for the first time since the battle of Chickamaugs aiid a 
shell was secn to burst in t,he air far in onr front, there was a cheer all 
along the line ;“they couldn’t rezch ns!” Another one came, this time 
a little closer but still far out of rexch-another cheer-“a pure waste 
of ammunition.” Bnt now a sonnd as of a lawger gun, and a heavy 
shell with its fiery, hissirg fuse cones toward us-over our heads it 
goes and lands, in General yEonaseau’s headquarters. No cheer 
this time! A snrpised look i6 011 all  o w  faces hut there IRnothing to 
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do but stand and take it. The bombardment was kept up all the after-

noon, but I believe there were no casualties, and me were right 

after all-“it was a waste of ammunition.” As evening approached 

and some.time after flring had ceased, a group of officersstanding near 

regimental headquarters were startled by hearing a shell whistling 

through the air, although iione of them had heard the sound of a gnn. 

Hastily making an obeisance to their unannounced visitor, it passed 

closely over their heads aud buried itself in the ground only a few 

feet froin them, fortonately not exploding. 


This sort of business was kept np for some time, occasionally va
ried by a dropping shot from Lookout, but General Bragg mas rely
ing more upon his operations in our rear than at the front. His guns 
on Lookout prevented river navigation, so that oui’ supplies had 
to be hauled by wagons from Bridgeport by a road several times 
longer than Ihe actnal distance between that point and Chattanooga. 
Thin road was soon in an almost impassable sfate and the large wagon 
trains sent for provisions wonld scarcely return with enough forage 
for the animals drawing them. The rebel cavalry was also hovering 
around and many trainn were completely destroyed and their guards 
and mules captured. In consequence of all this, matters a t  Chattanoo
ga were decidedly blue and the army fast approaching a stage when 
something must be done $0 relieve it. At this juncture General Rose
crans was reIieved;and General Thomas given comniand of the Army 
of the Conunberland. A new department was formed over which 
Genera! Grant was ip1:iced in charge, and he himself was soon on the 
ground. Jusi before his coiiiiiig a scheme had been organized for the 
capture of the rebel guards a t  Brown’s ferl’y, seven miles below Chat
tanooga. After looking over the ground he approved of it and a de-
tail of troons uncle? General Hazen successfully carried it out. These 
troops were not, the regular command of Hazen, but consisted of 
inen of different regiments selected for their knowledge of boating. 
The 33d. Ohio, having several companies formed at different points 
on the Ohio river, contribnted quite a number and among the�ew cas
ualties of the expedition, two of its membera, Private Pierce, Co. B, and 
another whose name1have forgotten, were killed. 

These reniiniscenees would not be complete without s0me refer

ence to the starvation times in Chattanooga, but to those comrades 

wbo were there it. is not necessary to stimulate their recollection. 

Sorry times they were when nien with the stamp of hunger on their 

faces went prowling through the camps searching for bones on which 
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8ome semblance of meat still remained and who lay down at  night 
with that hungry feeling which they now experienced for the first 
time in their lives. Not the hunger which is welcomed when we 
know that a good meal awaits us? but that despairing hunger which 
gnaws and sees no prospect of satisfact,ion. But with it all there 
mas no serious grumbling and our brave old commander only 

voiced the feelings of the entire army when he telegraphed General 

Grant that “we will hold the town until me starve.” 


The success a t  Brona’s ferry proved of inestimable value to the 

army and with the coming of the 11th. and 12th. corps’ under Gen
eral Hooker, from tile Army of the Potomac, put an entirely new 
phase on affairs. Onr  brigade had in the xeantime been placed un

der General W. P. Cadin, General R. w. Johnson of Xentuoky, 

co~nmandingthe division, both regular army officers, and mas now 

encamped on Cameron Hill, a delightful situation overlooking the 

Tennessee river. Wliile liere Tye mere awakened one night, by th.e 
sound of a terrible fire of artillerg and iilnslietry from dowll t’he 
river and every one turned ont to listen to what we knew InuSt be 
a night attack of large 3roportjons. Nexb day we learned that a 
Portion of Eooker’y command ha& been fiercely assailed md that 
the battle of W‘auhatchie had bee11 fought and Colonel Orland 
Smith’s brigade, in which TVere our friends of the 7313. Ohio, had 
covered itself with glory. 


11 was not long before matters assumed such a shape that it was 
easy t o  be seen that bnsiiiess was intended. O w  pickets Tl’ere now 
ordered to go on duty wit11 tllree Chgs cooked rations and one bun
dred rounds of ainni~iiii(ion,nThich evidently foreshadoived an en
@gement. We know ~ O T Vthat General Grant’s plans weTe disar
raliged on more thal; occasion a d  that the battle mas intended 
to be fought on the n s t .  and agp-in on the 2?d. of Eovember, but \I.e 
had no such knowledge thell and went according to orders prepared 
to fight a t  any moment. A t  last, on the iiiorning of the 23d., soon af

ter midnialit, me &ere ordered out m d  placed in the trenches of Our 

fortifications where -,ve remained. the entire day 2nd during the mo
mentous events which occurred in the afieriioon, resulting in the cap
ture of Orchai-ci 1Zn0b. 3egorlc1a - ~ i ~ g u eidea that the noise of battle 
which me heardo:i tile left I;ad resulted to our advantage, n% W E r e  

B oftSesoccess and mere in perfect ignorance 2.8 
to fatnre moveinenrs. Daylight of‘ the 24ih found us enjoying a 
drizzling rain which had comniencc; ?” few hours before. AS the 

morning aclvanced’ilie rain ceased and n7hen about 9 o~elocliwe were 
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taken out of the morlrs and statioiied 011 the level groond in froct of t'ae 
town, there mas none fdii;.ig, I x t  a misb obssured the view and pre-
vented our seeing the henvy 12o;~emenlsof troops gi.ir:g on to our 
left. Soon t h e  sonud or" nr:illo:y aiid inuskeiry vms hoard from be
yond Lookout Xountain znd it r ru:naro3 thzt  I I o o h r  TVRS attack

. .ing the rebe! force on that str3ii~iio:d. Kenrer i t  cniiie and lne mi& 
i t l ~ r ,me s3on :mrv t . 1 ~3oiikderntcs falling 

i ig  ssczrity in  the ri3s Fits ~vh:s!i ilxl lxxn dug 0x1 the 
nose of ihe inuuutain. &it t!iere T::% no o tiloro, fol- "Fighting 
Joe" mas nSroacl that dn stars. n:id st52e; c a i i i ~gzi!y i n  
sight, a cheer arose froin em. rm.:izIs and c2:i:fitcJ foe coclcl be 
seen again fa!liiig back to yot i line of ~vuzlia. iIsre they made 
quite a staiid and Geiiern! IIooker rr;sterl his tired inen. Carlin's bri
gade mas t!ie right of the eiilire nmniy i::i iio'x f a r l e d ,  wilii tile 33~1. 

was goi:ig 011 :;ome old uo 
nooga creek iii s u c h  
Carliii mns orde,~edto c 

t taiii to Genexl Hoo:;w's 
side, which was so stee 

~ 011to ihe rocks to iil 

~ 

Generai ;Iool;er t 


t2heyoaitions of his troops who Were glad t o  bo thus  relieved. 

. 
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Our line extended from the road to the palisades a t  the top of the 
mountain and our regiment mas placed along these palisades so as to 
enfilade the enemy in case of attack. Everything was quiet until about 
11o’clock when a sharn attack mas made on us to conceal the evacua
tion of the top of the mountain, which was then going on and the 
flashes of the guns in the darkness W ~ Ra’beautiful sight to those in pos

ition to enjoy it. There were several casualties, among them the 

wounding of Captain Warnock of the 2d. Ohio, who, as he was borne 

from the field, made the very rocks resound with his expressions of 

opinion regarding our adversaries, which, if heard by them, mere cer

tainly not regarded as complimentary. This attack lasted for proba

bly two hours and ended the events of the day. Early in the morning 

of the 25th. some venturesome soldiers of the 8th Kentucky managed 

to ascend to the top of the iiiountain and as soon as the mist cleared 

sufficiently, the stars and stripes were seen floating to the breeze and 

the whole army knew that the stronghold had fallen. About 9 a. m. 

our brigade was formed in line of battle and marcl?ed along the side 

of the mountain without finding any enemy, save those who had fallen 

the night before aiid tiam lay ghastly corpses among the rocks where 

they had sought shelter. 


Following the roadinre came into the valley and were again united 
with our division. We;felt quite elated and were disposed to put on a 
few airs because of the victory in which we had participated the day 

before, commiserating our comrades who had not been so fortunate, 

and when after lyiiig around loose all the forenoon, the bugles sounded 

and me mere formed as a division m a small clump of moods, mere 

quite inclined to think that i t  mzs a demonstration in honor of 

those gallant regiments who could now inscribe “Lookout Mountain” 

0x1 their banners. But a fiiis~icioiis gun sounds. very like a signal gun-. 
another and nnollirr mitil six areheard. “Forrrard,’ is now the word. 

Out from the shelterlof the woods we move into the open field and all 

visions of a triumphant parade are ended. A heavy fire is opened on us 
from Missionary Ridge. Nen are Callingaround us and almost before 
me are aware of it, me are in the deserted rebel works a t the foot of tlie 
ridge, the right of theentire Union army. 
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CBAPTER XIII. 

BATTLE OF MISSIONARYRIDGE-PURSUITTO RINGGOLD.-A LOST 


BREAKFAST -RETURN TO CUTTANOOGA.-VETERAN RE-ENLIST-


MENT.-STBRTFOR HOME --SCENES AT NASHVILLE
-CONTRABANDS 


AT LOUISVILLE.-~RRIVAL
AT CINCINNATIAND CAMPDENXISON.-


RETURN OH GEH. JOEJOHNSTON.-BUZ-TO THE PRONT.-ADV~~~CE 


ZARD’S ROCHT.-sNAKE CREEK GAP.-!~RTI~XISHINGAT RESAOA. 
Y last communication left u s  lying in the fortifications which the 
rebels had thrown up for their own protection a t  the foot of Mis

sionary Ridge. During the action of yesterday these works had been 
hastily vacated and were now protecting u s  Ae I said before we were 
in them almost before we were aware of it and were wondering what 
all this meant, but the surroundings were not very favorable to a calm 
consideration of the subject. From the top of the ridge where the en
emy had his strongest fortifications, from the side of the ridge where 
rifle pits had been dug and from ths end of his line, which being longer 
then ours, enabled him to give us an enfilading fire, came a shower of 
shot and shell which it seemed madness to brave. But General Oarlin, 
generally so listless and apathetic, now seemed to be actually reveling 
in the scene about him and with flashing eyes passed rapidly along the 
linegiving the com nand to charge. Disc:pline, a soldier’s pride, grit 
or something, took us over into what seemed certain death and the car
nage was fearful. Some small huts, bnilt by the rebels, seemingly of
fered prokction but gave none and hicher some of the men centered, 
seeking shelter from the storm which raged around them. Eut brave 
Lieut. Colonel Montgomery, of the 33d. Ohio, rushing among them, 
sword in hand, forced them tojoin the main column, now rapidly asrend
ing the ridge. A little more than half way up a company ofrebela arose 
from the rifle pits in which they had been concealed with their butternut 
clothing reminding one of a covey of qnails which had been come 
upon suddenly. Poor fellows! But few of them reached the top, for in 
an instant we were upon and over them and those who were not killed 

or wounded found themselves cut off fJom their friends and were pris

oners of war. Pressing on we soon reached the top, not to find a dea-


A 
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tain event in my life which occurred there and will never be for-
gotten. N y  readers will remember tho pozisional strairs to which 
v:e had been reduced in Chattanooga. After the Brown’s ferry 
business these had been relieved somewhat, but only as regarded 
the necessaries of life. But now the embargo was removed and 
we mere in the country which, although ii; had been pretty well 
foraged over, stiil gave evidence of the possession of many delica
cies dear to B soldier’s stomach. Our coolr was an artist in his 
line, if ever there mas one, and his culinary skill was fully equal
ed by his foraging capacity. As a skirmisher he was a success 
and in direct a t twk he seldom failed. In this instance an iron pot 
and a plump pullet, 01. what had once been a pullet, were the 
trophies of his prowess nnd 3. fine stew, which he knew so well 
how to prepare, was promised us for onr morning meal. When 
we retired me lefc him sitting by the camp fire on which the pot 
was bubbling away, already sending out fragrant odors from the 
mess within, but, alas! like an unfaithful soldier; he slept upon 
Iiis post! When he awoke the fire was there, butthat was all- pot 
and pullet had vanished. Hurriedly he awoke US, but search was 
unavailing aud we retunred to on^ blankets to dream of chanti
cleers perched high above 0111’ reach, while Henry-Henry Bond 
was his name-awaited the coming of daylight to steal out  and 
steal some more. 

As wa neared Chattanooga on our reburn i t  suddenly turned 
very cold aucl I mas sent ahead to have fires in readiness for the 
comfort of the men on their arrival a t  camp. These sudden chang
es are frcqnent in thnt climzk, but the one which mill be espec
ially remembered, was the “cold New Year,” of that winter, which 
produced such terrible loss of life among the horses and mules of 
the army. It was a day long t o  be remembered, not only by the 
soldiers in the field, but by the citizens of the North, where, of 
course, the cold was more severe. 

Bnt .now came the order from the war depxtment authorizing 
and encouraging enlistments as veterans. At first i t  was not receiv
ed with much h v o r ,  but as the immediate forlough clause was 
discussed and thought over, i t  gained frieuds and papers were cir
culated for signatures. When one signed, his influence was exerted 
on others, and in a few days after ito first agitation a sufficient 
number was secured to authorize our muster as a veteran regiment. 

And now for homel-home from which we had been tbbsent fa 
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more thx i  two yenrs. Letters from lsving friends had told ua of 
many change?, mhicli hnd oscurrcd there and now ma mere going 
back to realize them. Yes ,  tho boys, the husbands and fathers, 
the lover:; Tare goin@back Tho youths of the regiment had grown 
to be inc?i, ths me11 hnd in looks and the experiences of sol
dier’s lifo hp.2 irnpies:seii salves upon their ccuntenancea, but 
thcy merf all h o p  :gain ?or the once and it vns mit81i ciifriculty 
they COC!~: mnit wztil the preiin~inarim were ssttled. Bnt a t  last 
all n ~ a si:i rendi:ies:i .?:id a: onr Lrr.in ;noved from Chattanooga it 
carried :is lia:,py a set o f  inortals ns t’ie siiii ever shone upon. A 
few days \?ere spent; i:i PTashvilie. where we rcceived pay and this 
coas~ur.iii:~ledoiir :?np:iinem; ba t  in oxe respec(; cmne very near 

thcir slionider 

d to this .z-.oment for so inany yoam; who liad sym
patliized with ns ii!. ciir r;.xggles. ;vv’-ich they instinctively felt 
mould be ofbenefil to t!iem~elves--mho liad longed for the coming of 
“j?,Iassa Linlcuni’s” r-niies niid liar1 braved ninny dangers to be with 
then-wlio mere at  k s t  ii-. ccry Bizlib of the promised land and were 
n o v  t,o hnre the hopen of 3 lifet,in:e rudely clispelled B t  the very mo
ment of their fruition. 

I t  sceiiis strange now t l int  such a state of affairs could have existed 
&tthat stage of the mcr, get so i t  was and the authorities seemed da-



termined to enforce t,heorder. As the mntter was agitated among the 
soldiers there came an eqoaily determii:ed feeling to stand by the 
objects of this dispute, who, with fear niid tzenibling, awaited the 
issue. Aa a result,, when we were insi.ched to the ferry-boat, a 
cordon of guns surrounded each darkey and t!ie proyiost, seeing 
the determined looks of the inen, overiookcd the contrabands and 
they were soon free men on Indiana soi!. 

The 0. 6r. M. road so311 brought us l o  Cincinnati, miiere me 
felt almost at home. The bogs were reeling exceptiona!!y good 
when they arrived there and I nsver tiiem innkc a finer ap
pearance than they did in their parade h i i i  tile depot. As they 
marched up the hii! on V i m  street from Pearl t o  Fourth I turn
ed on my horsa rr3d felt prozd of thcir :SIita-g a;qwnrance. They 
walked with that swing mhXi  is pecniinr to voCernn soldiers and 
their brightly p o k h e d  guns gleamed in the s ~ i aa5 they rote a d  
fell, in keeping \:;ith the step, wit:? tho  regiil?writy of the ocean’s 
waves. They attracked much attention, r.llhongli tlie sight of march
ing soldiers mas such a cciii:non ace ~ l tthat time and as their 
thinned ranks and bronzed appearancs toid of the hard service 
they had seen, many a pzsserby stopped and gave us kindly 
greeting. Atter breaking rznks the m m y  attenticnu received from 
kind citizens shcw.i-:l us thz: o w  service3 w%‘c nip’ecisted. At 
Camp Dennison me mere dismissed to onr homas and each went 
to the royal welcome everywhere exhided  us. 

As my proviiice is only to relate the inilitnry ndventures wliich 
befell us I leave to ezch of my readers the recalling of tho60 ]&asant 
days and come to t%e time mlien, once m x e  united as a reglmeilt, me, 
by r-il and steamer, are transportecl into “Dixie’s land,” 2nd sgain 
arrive a t  Nashville on our may to join o m  comrades still a t  Chat
tanooga. As the i.zilroad was being used to iia utmost  capa ity 
in accumulating rations at Liio front in rezdin3ss for a forward 
movement, we received orders to march ronxh, r~hicli we did by 
easy stages and o;i our arri-ml r e r e  s oned a t  Gmysvills, Ga., 
a short distance south of Chattanooga, where T T T ~did duty for sev
eral weeks as an outpost of the army, guarding oile of the gaps in 
the mountains. 

Among the changes which had occurred was that of the army in 
that department now being under command of General Sherman, a 
very important change and one which I d  to p e a t  results. I t  was 
not long afeer our return until thore were symptonsof a movement 
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and on the 3d of MIRY,the 14th corps mas concentrated a t  Iiinggold, 
where me remained until the 7th, when me moved on.  Tunnel Hill. 

The night before this movement was one loiig to be remembered. 
As far as the eye could reach great fires were burning, bands were 
playing, men were shouting and singing and everything betokened 
events of importance. Officers from diffeIent reriinents met in sut
ler’s teuts and as they drank to the success of the cause, exchanged 
photographs and confidences and, in mauy instances, entrusted mess-
ages of grave import to be given friends in the North in case of 
their fall; for we were about to eiigage in what me all knew mas a 
desperate struggle, and one in which many of us were sure to meet 
a soldier’s fate. 

The next morning found us on the road and after moving 
slowly and cautiously, with the enemy constantly in our front,, we 
found ourselves on the 8th inst, iii front of Buzzard’s Roosfz,cer
tainly one of the most formidable positions occupied by any troops 
during the whole mar. A narrow gap in tho monntain iii which 
the waters of a small stream had beeii confiued and on each side 
of which the mountain had been strongly fortified, was, when cle
fended by such a force as now occupied it, an impregnable positiou 
and made the stoutest heart quail a t  the mention of assault. 
Oarlin’s brigade a t  one time mas sent on the top of the moun
tain on the west side, where they had a skirmish with the enemy, 
but beyond that we were not engaged and on the 1 2 t h  joined the 
remainder of the corps in the movement t h r o q h  Siiake Creek 
Gap. A line of battle was formed on the E l h ,  which it was 
found necessary to change on the l4,th, and in swinging around, 
Gen. Johnson’s division was made a pivot acd i c  was not long be-
fore me mere engaged with the skirmishers of the enemy. As we 
marched through a heavy moods, a halt was made and regimental 
commanders ordered to brigade heaquarters. Lieat. Col. ill011tgomery, 
in command of the 331, on his return, told me that when we arrived 
a! the top of the hill, on the side of which we then were, the enemy 
mould be in our immediate front, and that a general charge mas to be 
made by the entiro line. In a faw moments cxue the order to  ad
vance, and soon we mere on top of the hill with the eiiemy before us, 
according to program. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 
BATTLBOF REJACA.-IX A CLOSE PLACE.-!3ACRIFICE OF PRIVATB HUR-

LEY.-DEATH O F  CAPTAW M C X A I N  AND LIEUTEXANT HIGBY, 33d 0 
v. I.-IN T E E  FIELD HOSPITAL.-THROUQH GEORGIATO KENESAW 
MOUNTAIN.-ASERMON AT THE FRONT. 

mHE battle of Resaca, on which we were now about to enter, mas 
" the flrst opportunity we had had ofineetiiig the enemy on any-

thing likelair termd. The strong position a t  5:iisard's ltoost effdct
ually precluded all idea of atta .kthere and now by the strategic move 
of approaching through Snake Creek Gap we were in much better po
sition, although in looking from the brow of the hi11 spoken of 
in our last we could plainly see, beyond a large field c3vered with 
dead trees, the strong fortiflcations of the enemy. If we had been 
given time, the utter hopelessness of an atback on these works would 
have been apparent, but we mere only halted for a moment to adjust 
our !ine and  then the order for an advance was given. Immediately at 
the foot of the hill, the descant of which mas s t e s  and abrupt, there 
ran asmall stream which neccessarily broke OLX line more or less in 
crossing and it was here that we first began to observe thelittle puffs 
of blue snioke;which foretold the approach of the miiinie balls which 
now commenced to whistle around our heads. Soon the artillery 
opened and men began to fall andnow i t  became apparent that Carlin's 
brigade was the on!y one engaged in the assauit. The iines which should 
have been onour  left werenot there and our  thin column, not so long as 
an ordinary regiment., mas the only one charging tkt le  miles of rebel 
fortiflcations. Somebody had blundered sud now the men were falling 
faster. A dry ditch which ran through the field, w&5seized upon for 
protection by those most advanced in the attack, whiio the main body, 
seeing the mistake which had been made, fell back to the base of the 
hill where they halted and threw up light breastworks. 

This arrangement left those in the ditch in a very precarious situa
tion. About midway between the two armies, t h y  mere compelled to 
lio there exposed t,o the hot sun during the whole afternoon, with both 
parties firing Ovui' them and an occasional sheii dropping in their 
midst. To attempt areturn was certain death an< i t  zisy I:@ imagined 
with what anxiety thoy watched the decline of the sun and longed for 
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the shades ofnight to relieve them. In the meantiins heavy fighting 
was going on to our lsft by Howard nnd Hooksr aud  the day ended fa.?
orable to the Union cause. 

Just before the approach of night an inoiilmt ocxnrsd of whio:i I 
was an eyewitnessand which I think deserves a piass in these paprs.  

Early in the aftarnoon Sergeant B~.owniug,Co. G333. O'iio, ha3 
peen badly wounded and the poor fellow's gcoans, acj ha lay iil the h o t  
sun throuzh those long, weary honra, mere d stinct!y heard along the 
line. As night cams on, one of his coinrades cune to  M;tjor Barger and 
requested permis3ion Lo go to the ran- for a s t r e k h r  0x1 which t~ re-
move him to the hospihl. EIe mi3 rofued, but later came agaiii and 
the Wajor, yielding to his persistency and cnaiioninp him as to the 
great danger, allowed him to go. Wi-lii a q;i;cB s:sp he n'z3 soon ou: of 
sight, but not of hearing, for the s x n d  a 3  of 8. b:>U striking came io 
our ears and a sharp cry of pain $015 u3 t!ix.t h o  ~ 3 . 3  hit. When 
raached hs  was found to be mor:ally noan;ixl 
and his sergeant were laid side by sida in  Southern soil. No coscly 
monument marks his grave-nothing save the meiicion of his name in 
the list of casualties of Lhe bsttle ever told tho m ~ r l doi' his death, ye: 
surely there is: there must bs a roll of honor somewliere whereon the 
name of Peter Hurley is insoribed--"Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his friend.'' 

The long expected night was not such a boon after all, for when it 
came it brought the moon shining iuil and bright, and our prospects 
for release were but little better thari they hsd besn. However, by go
ing singly and darting from one tree to another, in a zigzag coarse, me 
managed to reach the breastworks where our men were lying and who 
had ceased their firing to allow our approach. A ghastly sight i t  was 
a8 we reached these trees to find dead comrades lying Ghere in the 
bright moonlight, their faces in most instances turned upward EO 

that t,hey mere easily recognized. AY I ryas going forward in the 
charge I had passed the body of an officer lying face downward, mhioh I 
had supposed was that of one nh6m I nftternmd mel  in the ditch. 

now found it to be that of CAptaiu 3Ic:iaiii, Co. 1, 331. Ohio, as brave 
and gallant an officer as ever fell on the fieid of hrttle. l i e  wa3 Crorn 
Pomeroy, O., and froin the time of hisjoiniiig the regiment to his 
death commanded the respect and esieem of ail hi3 associates and 
the entire confidence of his superiors. I know that this mention of his 
name will regall nonebut pleasant memories to those who ever knew 
MXrL 

I 
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Just bs ixe  our return from the  ditch occnrred the death of 
y,Os. O., ?-id.Ohio, oneof the saddest events 

of that sad day. V J M e  b?$h aidea ware firing at esch other young 
Hi&, being car?ied away by the excitement of the occasion, rashly 
seisad a musket ifom one of his men and standiug up to discharge it, 
received a ball in his forehead, which laid him dead in the trenches. 
Loving hands bore him from the fieid and on the next morning I wit
nessed his rude bnrial Eide by side with thirteen regimental comrades 
who had fallen on the same field. His body was afterward removed to 
the honored grave in the Chillicothe cemezery, where it now rests. 

M y  first acquaintance with Lieutenant Higby was formed at Camp 
Morrow, near Portsmouth, where the 33d. Ohio was organized. Xe 
was then Orderly Sergeant of Compmy 0 and impressed me as being 
of too delicate ahnild to endure the hardships of the field. Soon he was 
promoted to a Lieutenancy and that brought us into close intimacy and 
I then saw that he had a soldier’s spirit and that it would be no light 
hardship which wonld daunt him. Young as he was he seemed to have 
a true conception of the canse n-hich he had espoused and no one 
could be more ardent in liis devotion to the means which would lead to 
it3 sueeesa. Alcays ready when called upon for dutjT-always cbey
ing wiikont qririrstion the orlers of his superiors and always caring for 
the coinfort of those ofwhom he was in command, heperformed all the 
dulies of camp life in  a satisfactory manner, while in battle none 
cou!dexcel him in ardor or  daring. At the battle of Chickmauga it 
was his fortune to be made aprisoner of war and he became an inmate 
of the notorious Libby prison. At iiie time of the memorable escapa 
from tioee maKs by tnr.ne!ing, ke R B G  one to receive the bemflt, and 
after mnny ndveniures Eacceeecdin reaching the Union lines. On his 
arrival a t  Co!nmbim he mas presented to the Ohio legislature, then in 
session, which honored him and itself by publicly receiving a young 
officer who had shown so much spirit. But his heart was at the front 
with his regiment and he hastened to rejoin it. That was his post of 
duty and there he wanted to be. The result has been told. 

Late a t  night we were relieved by.Colone1 Dan McCook’s regiment 
and placed in another position in front of which we could distinctly 
hem the rebels cutting down treesand throwing up a iiewline of forti
fications. The fighting the next day was done to our left by Eooker 
and Eoward and we mere engaged only in skirmishing and with our 
artillery. On the morning of the 16th tha enemy had disappeared 
from Out ftQZlband QrdWlWBrO %CMIl@dfor ~~~~~~~~ p U r @ U h  About 
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the time we were ready to move a severe chill, followedby fever, 
obliged me to avail myself of an ambulance and be carried to the 
field hospilal. Here, for the first time, I saw the horrors of such a 
place and witnessed sceiies the recollection of which still causes a 
shudder. The accommodatlons were as good as could possibly be se
cured under the circunistances and the medical attendance all that 
could be desired, j e t  there was such an absence of the comforts 
which one nalurdly expects for the sick and wounded that it seemed 
hard that they hhould he there. There are but few of the 33rd. Ohio 
but mill remeillher Private Roberts. Co. 0, a stout, healthy man) who 
ma3 wounded in the battle. At the hoJpital his leg was amputated 
and the shock to his aystem wasso great as to cause temporary delirium. 
Ire was immediately opposite to  me in the hospital and in the night be 
tore the bandages fiom the stump, and when I awoke his pallid 
countenance toX me of mother patriot’s life laid on the altar of his 
coiiiitry. A very few days satisfied me here and I set out on foot co 
rejoin my regiment, which I round near the Etowah river. 

Nothing of ‘ p n ~ 1 ~ 1nrportance to our immediate command occurred, 
although the 2iTd.z-s ofCalimaEd Burnt Hickory were of momeutgener
ally, uncil n e  reached Keneaaw Ilduntain, where the enemy had 88-

cured another almost impregnable position. After nearly a month’s 
struggle, however and a terrible assault in which over fifteen hundred 
men were killed and mounded, General Sherman was successful in a 
move which forced its evacnation and put the Confederates once more 
011 the run. I t  was rjhile liere that a fnnny incident occurred. which 
many of my readers will no doubt rememember. Our surgeon had 
been in the hospitals a t  the rear for some time and thinking perhaps 
that the spiritual welfare of the regiment needed a little attention, 
brought US one Sunday the chaplain of a Wisconsin regiment, who, it 
was announced, would deliver a discourse to us on the afternoon of 
that day. It so happened that on the night previous we had been on 
the brow of a hill, which was the front line of that part ofthe army, 
but in the morning h&dbeen relieved and were now retired to a posi
tion on the side of the hill, but still in supporting distance of the 
troops which relieved us. As the enemy was in close proximity it was 
no unusual thing for courteaies in the way of shots from the artillery 
to be exchanged and it will readily be seen that in case of an overshot 
from the enemy’s side the shot or shell was liable to  drop into our 
camp. But little things like that did not disturb UB much just then, 
fortme were tolerably well used to them and nothing was said or  
thought about them in tixing the hour for the eervices. Three o’cIock 

c I 



Of the Ohio and The Cumberland. 71 

came and with i t  the doctor and the parson. A temporary pulpit was 
rigged up undera large tree with spreading branches, around which, 
seated on the ground, was the congregation, eager to receive themes
aige of grace from the Divine agent. We had,quite anumber of good 
singers m the regiment, who had formed tliemselvea in a band and 
around the campfires a t  night wo2ldof.eu ciitertain us with religious 
melodies and patriotic songs in a very creditable style. On .this occa
sion they were assembled as a cho’r and sang the opening hymn in a 
way which made the woods ring, but not sufficiently loud to entirely 
drown the whizz of a shell which gassed over our heads, to the evident 
concern of the occupants ofthe rude pulpit. The boys caught on that 
the parson’s faith was rather weak and when in the prayer which 
followed another shell came, nearly breaking the connectiou of his 
petitions, there was a Ioud grin to beseeu on their faces. But another 
hymn followed without interruption and then the text was an
nounced and the discourse commenced. I t  had not proceeded far, cer
tainly not more than firstly, when some rebel gunner having no re
spect for the holy services sent a shell, more vicious than any which 
had preceded it, through the branches of the very tree under which 
the main of God as preaching. This was too much. “Brethren, I do-
not propose to make a long discourse to-day. My time is limited (an 
other shell), and we wiil now conclude by singing the doxology. Well, 
if none of you cat1 sing, the congregation is dismissed.” He had for-
gotten our fine choir and before the last words were fairly out of his 
mouth was on his horse, which was hitched near by. As he and the 
doclor rode rapidly away they were shouted and jeeredat by the 
congregation and as the surgeon never returned to the regiment, but 
soon resigned, it is fair to presume that lie considered us joined to our 
idols and was willing to let us alone-while on the front line. 

, 
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CHAPTER XV. 
MARIETTA, GA.-SMYRKA CAMP GROUND.-ACROS~TEE CHATTAHOO-

CHEE.--IN THE FIELD HOSPITAL.-D~~T-~LIEUTENANTC a m -OF 

BELL, 33 0. V. I. AND ADJUTANT J. w. THOYAS ad. 0. v. I.-AT 
VrNING'S STATIOX AND LOOKOUT&fOUNTAI?V.-LIEUTENANT GOLO

AND MAJOR B A R G S ~NEL MONTGOMERY WOUNDED.--BEPARATION 
BETWEEN 2D. AND 33D. OHIO.-%WURX TO >xlaRIETrA. 

8N the 4th of July, 1861, after passing through the rebel fortifica
tions a t  Kennesaw mountain, which were found ofgreab strength, 

we came to the city of i,Iarielta, Ga. Nes t  to 3uritsville. Ma., this 
mas the most beautiful city mhlcii we fount  in the sout!i, but its 
handsoine resideilcev ware n o 5  deserted and its broad, shaded streets 
filled with only the marching colaiiina of the Uiiioii army. As me 
halted in tho town t!ie negroes gathered around us aiid General Slier-
man mitli his staff, wiio stoppjd xiear by, ~7assurroil~idedby a motley 
crowd of thene poor creatures who c ~ u l dscarcely believe that 6heir 
Savior, as they called hiin, mas actually before them. 

But me mere iii active pnrsnit of the enemy and tarried but a lit
tle while to enjoy the sight of the 1ia:idsorne city. At Smyrna Camp 
Ground a few niiler; beyond, me came iipon a detachment of confeder
ates with mhoni we had quite an ecgagenient nnc! lost a few men. A 
coloncl of a b1ichigan regiment, StouEiiton, I tliiik? was tlie nanle, 
was badiy wounded here and lost his leg in coiiaeq~tnee. Ti;e enemy 
now occnpied the strong works wliicli had beeii prepared on the 
north bank of the Chalta!ioocliee river with a heavy force oii his frank, 
which General Sherman persisted in cailiiiy only a skirmish line, until 
by throwing our brigade against it, lie mas satislied to the contrary. 
He personally visited our  line, and iiotwit!istanc!ing the assurances of 
General King, of tl,e regular brigade and Coloiiel A. G. iVIcCook of 
ours, pooh-poohed the idea of there being anything but a thin line in 
our front and ordered us to ndvaiice. TThan me did so the reception 
given us convinced him of his mistake, bnt it WLS not berore many of 
the boys in b!ue bit the dust i n  tile fieid iiirongh which w e  charged. 
011the next morning, lio;r-ever, the line mi3  gone aiid without opposi
tion we entered the works. As some of us were stzollingabout admir-
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ing their great strength a sign of “small pox” on a board near a hut  
attracted our attention and drew together quite a crowd, which a rebel 
sharp shooter, on the other side of the river, who seemed to have the 
exact range, soon dispersed with a few of Che most vicious sounding 
bullets I have ever heard. From the smoke of his gun we located him 
in a small pile of rails thrown together for his protection and a piece 
of artillery hairing been brought up soon relieved us  from ftirfher 
trouble from thaL source. The first shot hit the rails fairly, throwing 
Mr. Sharpshooter high in the air and putting an end forever to his ef
forts for tile Confederacy. We remained in our camps until the 17th. 
of July, when General Thomas’ coininarid was thrown across the river 
and moved cautiously forward in a movement to unite the forces in 
front of Atlanta. 

And now I rnurt ask the reader’s indulgence for following my own 
fortunes fbr a sliort i.ime, r;Lther than those of t i e  command to which 
we were attached through the many dangers which it bravely faced in 
the weeks which followed. While making the movemeiit spoken of I 
was taken sick on the 19:h inst. and by dizection of the surgeon sent 
to the field hospital, which uiss being established in our rear. It was 
located in a beautiful grove and was still free from the repulsive 
sceues of such places, although there were quite aiiuniber of sick oc
cupying the lrwge, comfortable tents erected on the grounds. Being 
well zcquainted with some of the suryeons in charge, especially Doc-
tore Xnrks, of‘ the 10th Wis., and Miller, of the 2nd Ohio, I fared very 
well, and ivas gicen a tent foi-my sole occupancy. On the afternooon 
of the 20th. heavy cannoiiadiug wafiheard iu our front and soon nmbu
lances began to arrire with the wounded from the battle of Peachtree 
creek, which ivns then in progress. It was a harrowing sight indeed 
when they drew up and discharged their loads of men, wounded in ev
ery conceivable shape. An operating tent had been erected, in which 
there was 3 rude platform covered with a rubber blanket and thither 
all casetl requiring ampntation mere taken. While undergoing these 
operations the men mere placed under the infuelice of anaesthetics, 
and singiiig, shonting and other cries, according to the way in which 
the ptiemts were affected by the Lrratnient, issned fyom the tent al
most eonsraiitly. A few nicinenta sufficed in such case and they were 
quiet enough when brought out minus a leg o r  arm and carried to the 
tents awaiting them. Among those brought from the battlefield was 
Lieutenant Cainphell Company F, 33d. Ohio, who was placed in a tent 
not far removed from mine. Hd had recently been promoted from the 
ranks and this wae the first battle in which he had partiaipapakd Ju UL 
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o5cer. Although a young man of iron nerye his pain was so excruci
ating that he could not control himself and his cries were a t  times dis
tinctly heard throughout thecamp. I arose in thenight and broughf 
a surgeon to see him, but his wound was mortal and the administering 
of opiates to lessen the pain was all that could be done for him. Death 
kindly came to his relief before many hours and as the morning's sun 
beamed,through the branches of the trees surrounding us, he breathed 
his last and was a t  rest forever. 

At one time in the night I strolled out in the beautiful moonlight 
andcame across some attendants bearing a large basket filled with 
limbs which were being taken out for burial. How white and ghastly 
they looked and how suggestive of the horrors of war ! 

In this battle there fell a young officerjust entering on the thresh-
hold of life, who, in his short career, had established a reputation for 
bravery and gallantry throughout the entire brigade. AdjubaiibJ. W. 
Thomas, of the 2d. Ohio, was, I think, a native of Ashland, Ky. On 
the evening before we started on this campaign we had exchanged 
photographs and as I look now on the one he gave me, I see as bright 
and handsome a young man as I have ever met. But i t  was in the 
heat of battle, when his fine eyes flashed defianca and his whole frame 
trembled with enthusiasm, that he appeared a t  his best. A few days 
before, in the flght a t  Smyrna Camp Ground, his horse had been 
wounded under him, but now it was he who received the fatal bullet 
which laid him dead a t  the feet of his commanding officer, who loved 
him so well. No need to hsar him to the hosgital-the roar of the can-
non which a moment before had caused his every nerve to thrill with 
excitement, was now unheeded and the shouts of victory which came 
from his comrades were all unheard. A soldier's grave on the spot 
where he fell, a few tears from the stern men who laid him away and 
the battle of life for this brave youth was ended. 

Now that so many wounded required the attention of the surgeons, 
the sick were removed to a more permanent hospital a t  Vining's S b 

tion, on the railroad and there I spent a miserable week among scenes 
which I have no heart to describe. Gladly I received an-order to re-
pair to the hospital for oiflcers which had been located on Lookout 
Mountain, after the battles around Chattanooga. Before the war the 
top of the mountain had been a pleasure resort for wealthy southern
ers and the fine building and neat cottages which had been erected 
there, now did good service for our sick and wounded. On B train filled 
with that class I willingly left the hospital a t  the Wont and atarted for 
the oneon the mountain. 
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At one point on the road our !rajn etopped to put off some patients 
a twkdtwas known as the “gangrene hofipital.” I t  mas in a lonely 
spot and well might its portals have borne the inscription, “ITlio en
ters here leaves hope behind.” for but few of its inmates ever re-
turned to the world. 

The mountain mas a pleasant resort for invalids and to those who 
mere able to walk about, offered many attractions. Tbc view from its 
top was magnificent and when not obscured by the clcuds which 
sometimes hang in heavy masses below, mas greatly enjoyed by the 
inmates of the hospital. One morning I mas surprised by the appear
ance of Lieutenant Colonel Montgomery of mqT own ragiinent with a 
wound which certainly would have killed almost any one but this 
rugged and brave hearted soldier. His indomitable will and strong con
stituttion, however, brcuglit him through and he yet lives, although in 
shattered haslili from its effects. 

illy health masnot improved by the treatment atthehospital and I 
mas becoming quite ciefi~ondeiitwhen I mas one day glaeclened by a 
visit from Colonel -4.0.BIcCook and Captain TVarnock of the 2nd. Ohio. 
The term ofservice of that regiment mas sbout to expire and i t  had been 
sant from tlie front to assist in suppressing General Wheeler, r.110 was a t  
that time raiding about Chattanooga. The 2nd. and 33d. Ohio regi
ments were united in the f d l  of ’61, in an expedition into eastern Ken
tucky, under the command oPGenera1 Wm. Nelson and had ieinained in 
tlie same brigade with eaoL other up to the time of which we are writing. 
In erery battle thus far they had stoodshouider to shoulder and each 
had learned torespect the soldierly qualities of tlie other. The officers 
and men had mingled sooially untilit marjalmost as one regiment and 
each was always ready to deftnd the other’s good name. That feeling 
has always existed and to this day, when the veteransof those regiments 
meet, they always clasp each other’s hands with mort than usual fer
vor. 

Colonel McCook kindly invited me to join his mess a t  their camp 
in front of Chattanooga, which invitation was eagerly aocepted and, 
having obtained permission from the surgeon in charge, I left the hcs
pital and found the ohacge 80 beneficial, that, in a meek’s time my 
health mas fully restore6 and I started by rail tc  rejoin my regimsnt. 
Before starting, however, I iearned of the serious mounding of Major 
Earger, of the 33d. Ohio and met his mother on her way to the front to 
aura8 her son. she met with great di5culty at Chattanooga in Becur
ing a paw, as stringent ordeis had been issued fotbidding the pa&sage 
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of.cit&ens to the front; but she-was a lady of indomitablemill and a t  

last procured the desired permission. A mother 

her son is a t  stake, isnot-easiiy put oE by bundle 

ter how large they are. Upon her arrival at V 

her son was in hospital, she rented a houee, bou 

h ely transferred to her care commenced the task of nur


to life. This she succeeded after many weeks in doing 
a 
a 

under General Slocum, i n  position there, while my command was with 

thepart  of the army which had been detached to get in the rear of At-

hats .  There was no connection between the two parts of the army, 

cons~equentlyI returned to Narietta to await the time 

safely rejoin it. Them I took quarters with some sutler 

met an,old friend in theperq.o.npf the Post Colpmissary, 

99 &ant@. 


. . .  
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IN ATLAXTA.-DEATII O F  LIBVl'ENAXT.3, POXEROY AND sXKE933d, 0: 
v. I.-PURBUIT OF GEXERAL HODD.--MUSTSROrUl'.-PERILS OF RE. 

TURN TRIP.-SAFE ARRNAL AT HOYE. 

N the day after the fall of Atlanta I took passage from MariefLta onf5J a train fiiied with sddiers, and in company with LieutenanBR. L. 
Ramsey, Go. D, 33d. Ohio, reached the former city in a short time. An 
old colored man accosted us at  the depot and offered us quartersin a 
private residence, which, as our regiment had not yet reached the city, 
wegladly accepted. He conducted us to a small reaidence on Peach 
tree street which we fonnd ocenTied by a rebel soldier, who had re
mained behinrl with asick wif3 vhea th3 city was ovaxeted. He was 
glad to hare our protection and g%veus the bsst rooms in the house, 
which, however, were entirely unfurniqhed. Bat N C  had our blankets 
andvery soon werecomfortably located. At thecommisfiarydepartment 
we cmld proxre  piovisions ancl a fanz13 S ~ P V J . ? :  a-ting a3 cmk, p:~
pared our meals and 83 ne goc along f.i-nonaly unti: t h e  house was ta
ken for a part of General T~oauzs'hez4qnartera Abou: that time our 
regiment arrived and we were once more with the boys who had 
passed through so many dangers sinc3 we left them. Those dangers 
had not been without their resd t  and besides the absence of Lieuten
ant  Colonel Montgomery and Major Barger on account of wounds, WG 

missed the presence of Lieubenant Chas. El. P taeroy, who had beez 
killed in one of the msuy engagemants incident to the siege. 

This gallant young offlcer, of whom I have mode mention in a 2re-
vious chapter, was one of the best in tile regiment and his loss was 
much deplored. I have alwaysregretted my absence at  the time of the 
occurrence as he left a note, written in case of this sad ending of his  
career, in which he requested me to take charge of his effects. Before 
I returned they were lost and his friends at  home were thus deprived 
of those souvenirs which would have been so carefully treasured as 
mementoes of their precious son and brother. But he is still held in 
affectionate rememberauce not only by them, but also by those bound 
to him by the ties of comradeship, who had learned to love and respect 
inan unusual degree this bravo and fearless, yet kiud and gentle 
~ ~ m psoldier. 
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At the battle of Jonesboro Lieutenant John Sykes, who had only 
received his pro;n3tion a short hour before his death, had also been 
kiileJ anJ mnoy other of o m  c3mrades’ plaes? mare vaoanh in the 
rzn!cs. hi!of the fidd o5:ers having been disnbled, the corninand 
mas in  charge of Oa2tain T. A. IIinshall, who proved himse:f fully 
equal to the reqnirements of his position. A fine camp was ssleoted 
and as General Sherman gave us c w t e  blanchs aa to lnmber, even au
thorizing the tearing d o w n  of housss when necsssary, me soon hrtd 
most exc-llent and, in some cases, luxurious quarters. I remember of 
on3 instance where a soldier had a costly mirror which almost c3vered 
one side of his hnt. 

But this tvzs not to last, for soon there mere inii i~rsthat Gsneral 
Hood had passed aronnd us and was rapidly iuarching in the direction 
of Chzttaiooga. These romora proved to bo t rae  and immediately we 
were oil h i 3  track, retracing our steps over the g r o m d  for which we 
had so rec?ntly foughb. There were fraqiiont rains about that time 
which mnde heavy roads and this, together with the nncerlainty of 
the enemy’s movements, made our progress slow. At one point i t  
seemsd that we had lost hini entirely and I hope I wi!l be pardoned for 
here introducing a bit of hiatory wliic!~m,zy have the appearan2e of 
sslf pr,zi$e. T i e  tro2;)3 had  b ~ e nlinllerl f x a b 9 s t  twenty-fax hours 
and the 3511. Ohio ha1 been on picket duty iicariy all of tbah t,irne. It 
had returned to csmp late in the evening tired. wet and iimd*4yand 
the men were just preparing t o  enjoy a much needed rest, when an or
der came from brigade headquarters for i t  to repair to  Lmt  Xountaiu, 
some fonr miles distant. Captain ilIinsha!l w a s  very indignant and 
sent  his ndjotaiit to protest. Wlien tha: oficer reaclied General Car
lin’s quartershe maa shown an order from General D. s. Sianley, com
manding 14th c ~ r p s ,directing that General Carlin should detain his 
best regiment for that duty. The original order from GeneralSherman 
t o  General Stanley directed hini to send a regiment to the top of Lost 
PIounlain to make observations of the enemy’s movements if in sight 
and requiring the commanding officer to occasionally burn a house 01% 
brn~hp i l eas he went along so that the general commauding might ob
serve his progress. The duty mas faithfully performed and as houses 
were more plenty than brush piles, the general had no difficolly in see
ing the signals. 

While on the march, a t  Big Shanty, Ga., a place made famous 
by the Andrew’s raiders, for i t  was there they seized the train and 
started on their perilous journey, my connection with the army ceas
ed and I received my honorsblg discharge. For three long years 
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and one month I had shared the fortunes of my comrades and given 
my best services to thegovernment which I had sworn to support. 
I can not say that I did not welcome my disoharge, for thelife wa8 
a hard one and home mas so attractive, but there were many re
grets at leaving tho32 with whom I had shared s o  m m y  pleasures 
and faced so many dangers. 

I remained with the army until we reached Kingston and there 
bidding farewell to my c3mrdide3, in company with Lieuts. Fitz-
William and l b b y  aiid th3ir t:usty cmtraband, Brag,-, took a train 
for Chattanooga. On the train which was composed entirely of box 
cam, there were about a hundred sick, discharged and furloughed 
spldiers on their may to the North and a pleasant party we were as 
we were swiftly carried in that direction. 

At tho towu of Calhoon. where there was a reziment; afcavalry 
stationed, there seemed to be quite a conimoticn and as we stood in 
the door of our car a cavalrymail hurriedly threw in a bag of mail 
and requested us to de!iver i t  to the postmaster a t  Chattanooga, 
iifm got thwe If we got there? What did that mean? Of course we 
would get  there, for were we not going in that direction? Accosting 
an old citizen who stood near me sought information and were told 
tha t  some rebel cavalry were threatening the place, but if we suc
ceeded in crossing tho river we would be entirely safe. A short 
run brought us to the Oostenaula, which we cromed on a 103g 
bridge and drew up a t  the station of Resaca. Congratulating our-
selves on cur safety NC were looking a t  the familiar gronnd, where 
a few weeks before we had met the enemy in such a memorable 
battle, when our eyes caught sight of scme pies exposed for bale 
at the station. It as long since such delicacies had pieasedour 
stomachs and we immediately purchased a sup3l.y and started for 
our car. Befxe reac'iing it there calm a sound, a familiar but  
always an unwelcome oound to the soldier. The long roll was beat
ing! There was a fort there garrisoned by a regiment of Indiana 
troops under command of Colonel Weaver. As the thrilling sound 
ring out such tro3pj a3 were no: on picket duty rushed to tho 
fort and all mere on the alert. Soon a fl&gof truce came to tho 
lines and a wrilten ciemaiid mas senb in for the surrender of the 
place. Ccl. Weaver not seeing the necessity for such a proceeding, 
refused to comply and that brought a second flag with that in-
famous note from Gen. �Iocd, which will fcrever be a blot on 
the fair fame of that dashing cEcer, stating that unless immedl-
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ately surrendered thc plac2 mmld be assaulted %id no quarter 
shown to its ocznpants. 

A prompt refma1 mas also given to  this demand and immediately 
firing on the picket line b3gn.n. As the meii on the train mere without 
arms we were ordared into the f x t  and there had full leisure to 
observe the oparaticns of the oncmy. Tie could p:ainly see that 
they were p iacag  a battery in pmt ion  to shell the fort, which 
a t  best was an insecnr.? pla-c an.1 aboi t  four o'clock p. m. me 
were orders3 to return to the train, which would retake us acrosa 
the river, .vhere w3 conld lie under tine protection of the rail
roaa embankment. 

As v e  moved across the high bridge the battery opened flre and 
the engineer, who had in the meantinie got very drunk, in a spirit of 
bravada or c:13sedness, scopped the train just  where i t  presented the 

01j - ,  I:o \ OVW, about the time they had secured 
the r.znxe, some o:k: I~z:~o:itook :123 of the throttle a d  drew us out 
of  llrngsr fro u t',z: S ~ J ~ T O .  A ~ 1 . 1drim',i,i~rai,i niide the night any
t:lin: b I >  n. plc 1 31 it, o 13 ? u ~ dr i j  \mi3 gls3 N ieii m>r.iiog came to 
retarn to  ti14 fJ.t ?14 lac$.xa t I?  ?Zrti3Li9w:iio'i N B P ~i3sueJ 50 us. The 
g?rri3Jn at 3 L120Lq, ti13 i:s . ic S r  .of n3, com233ed of colored 
t ro3pi ,  h z J  ;1 tho  l i ~ z1L.113 s J it.%(?ail 6.1y long from our 
p3?.tion 1 I lh3 fJr:, w.iic'i wiq ~ : : , ~ i j . ~uider  lire, we could see tlia 
ro'~e13tcz:iLi& u? tias track c13.l o.ir~:lg a 1.l tw.stmp the rails Nithoat 
molestatio.1. 

T m  reg,msnt of c1v3L-y f:o..i Czlnom h a 3  rsinforcsd us, but me 
w3re oiitird'g too mezk t, 113Ce n'?:'13:30d an awault, a?d the failure to 
attwk, ni  W J  13 L . i d  dUw,m:1f13.1: n. c h m i  ah whose cabin a council 
h.11 bean h u l d ,  N.M hi l t  t!iera \ve.e 1105 s.LXxeit stores in the place to 
juatify it. Oii the evening of that day the advaucs of General Sher
man's army arrived auci the next morning found us with not a rebel in 
sight. Halting a t  Xesaca one day our army again started in pursuit, 
while our train load of pasaengers, availing themselves of the escort 
of a smill force gnarding a plymaster's ambulance and some] sutler 
wagons, started 011 foot fur their de3tinatiou. A part of the way we 
traveled by railroad, but not by rail and had full opportunity of mitness
ing the destruction which had been made. Passing through Dalton, 
where me had quite a scare which proved a false alarm, we reached 
Tunnel Hill about dark and were fortunate enough to get a seat on top 
of the last trai.1 whio'i wa3 t >  leilve far Chattanooga for many weeks. 
There we arrived about midnight, and hearing that a train would 6oon 
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leave, went to the depot and secured a box car without trouble. Just 
I before it was to start, however, an official ordered us out, but me mere 

too old soldiers for that and as it commenced moving we threw our 
blankets aboard and climbing in made the trip to Stevenson without 

1 7 molestation. A regiment of cavalry here got aboard and mingling 
withit we got along very well until a t  Tullahonia an order was receix ed 
for the train to return, as General Hood mas reported crossing the Ten
nessee river. It was three o’clock in the morning and holding a hasty 
council we decided to get off and take the chaiiccs for another train. 
This soon coming along proved to be a !:ospital train carrg ing sick and 
wouncled men, and making application for passage. n-e n-eie perempto
rily refused. Watch,ng our opport: ty me clambered to the top of the 
cars and hung on  until the next s.z n iiras reached, where NO were 
discovcrecl and siimmarily put CE The station consisted of a tele. 
graph oEce and mas right in the midst of a region infesled by cuer
rillaq, but this mas nothing to the lieartless man in c h r g e  and the 
train moved ofY with i(s load of disabled soldiers under tho care of a 
man entirely Zevoid of any principls of humanity. 

About daylight me signaled a tm’n crm-ying timber for a bridge at 
Nashville which willingly stopped and gave us psssage to Murfrces
bwo, where the regular passenger train overtook us and conveyed us 

I to Nashville. 
Tarrying there a short time for rest, r e  proceeded to Louisville 

without further incident and having shown our discharge papers for 
thelast time at  the Ohio river ferry, passed once more into God’s 
country. There in time we read of the great victory at  Nashville by 
OUT old commander, General Thomas and of t i e  gloricus March to the 
Sea and followed our comrades in  their toilsome trarch thioufh the 
Carolinas until a t  last they aided in compelling the surrender cf that 
~ 8 m cgeneral who had fought them 80 stubbornly andao gallantly from 
Chattanooga to Atlanta. 










